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NATO: Solana Defines Organization's Challenges 
BR15S04145196 Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS 
in Portuguese 12 Apr 96 pp 2-3 


{Interview with NATO Secretary General Javier Solana 
by Mano Ventura in Madnd; date not given: “Bosnia Is 
a NATO Laboratory”] 


[FBIS Translated Text) Javier Solana, Spain's former 
foreign munister and current NATO secretary general, 
is passing through Madrnd. He is staying, for just a 
few days or hours, in a palace — where he received 
DIARIO DE NOTICIAS’ journalist — lent by the 
Foreign Ministry. He only has one secretary — also 
on loan — who is trying to keep up the minimum level 
of protocol for his meetungs. Solana overcomes all this 
with the simplicity and kindness of an ordinary man. 
One conclusion can be drawn from the mternew, which 
quickly turned into an informal chat: It is very casy to 
ask him any question, but i 1s hard to obtain direct and 
explanatory answers. 


{Ventura} In Lisbon, I beheve they are waiting for you 
so they can ask you whether it is truc that Spain ts trying 
to replace Portugal in the NATO military command. 


{Solana} I do not know where that story came from, or 
that concern. It is true that NATO will have to undergo 
changes but nothing has been decided yet, least of all 
with regard to the NATO command. Please allow me to 
say the following: Portugal was, is, and always will be 
an important country in NATO. I do not see any cause 
for concern where this 1s concerned. 


[Ventura] So it is guaranteed. 
[Solana] | do not see any reason for concern. 


{Ventura) But surely you are not also going to tell me 
that Portugal's situation will continue to be the same, 
at a time when the organization's restructuring is being 
prepared. | presume that something wi!! have to change. 


[Solana] Yes, of course something will have to change. 
At all places. 


[Ventura] In that case, Portugal's situation could 
change. 


{Solana} Nothing has been decided yet. 
| Ventura} How do you feel in your new job’ 


{Solana} I feel like | have a major responsibility. | am 
working a lot, but I am happy. 


| Ventura] Why happy’ 


[Solana] Because the historic me at which | happen to 
he holding this job is extremely important. We have to 
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revamp the organization and all the infrastructures for 
the nexi century. 


{Ventura} | suppose there are plenty of problems 


{Solana} Yes. There are four major challenges. The first 
is Bosnia, the first peace operation which NATO has 
built up on the ground. The second ts the opening up 
of the countnes of Eastern Europe. The third is the 
ability to maintain good relations with Russia, which 
is aN important country. And the fourth 1s everything 
involved in adapting to new missions and challenges 


[Ventura] In any case, it scems more realistic to talk 
of problems than actual projects. For example, Russia's 
goodwill is obscure to say the least 


[Solana] Of course there are difficulues. Our world 1s 
evolving rapidly. You know that | was trained as a 
scientist — which I have almost forgotien — and I 
know full well that motion is a relative concept. And 
when the transition moves very quickly, i scems that 
we are going backwards. There must be change 


[Ventura] If m were not like that, then you would 
probably not be secretary-general of NATO now 


[Solana] Obviously, one has to adapt to the movement 
It is necessary to understand the 21s century. NATO, 
too, has to adagt » a world in the midst of major change, 
and to major responsibilities 


{Ventura} For 40 years, NATO was a protagonist in the 
Cold War. So what 1s NATO's purpose at a ime when 
there 1s no enemy, and indeed when the former caemy 
could become a member’ 


{Solana} Please allow me to say that if NATO had not 
cxisted we would have to invent it now 


[Ventura] Why’ 


[Solana] Fortunately, i does exist. If ut did not, we 
would have to invent « — without the cxpenence 
of the last few decades. Think for a moment about 
what is involved in the Bosnia operation: more than 0) 
counties, 16 of which belong to NATO) All working 


together on a4 Peace Mission 


[Ventura] Maybe that happens because peace work ts 
more motivating than works of war 


[Solana] Of course — and that includes Russia There- 
fore, thinking about the future, | prefer to study what 
we are actually downg — working on the Pasi of prac- 
tice, to arrive at the theory. It is an actual capenence of 
what the organization's future must he 


| Ventura] Please allow me to stress that you will have 
no lack of proMems 
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[Solana] Many, one mught say. 


[Ventura] The Amencan soldiers will go home, and 
the French and British soldiers might do the same. 
Yeltsin opposes the Atlantic “partnership.” Moreover, 
ts already will-power [forca de vontade] to talk about 
an Atlantic “partnerstup” when Russia decides — if it 
decades — to jon. Where will we really be by the end 
of this year’ 


{Solana} | can tell you the following: We are planning 
tor the Bosnia operation to last one year and for it to 
have clear objectives: the cessation of hosulities, with 
the separation of the belligerents; and the creation of 
4 clumate of basic security for the inhabitants. | think 
that there are three vectors in Bosmia-Herzegovina: first, 
peace as well as the absence of war; second, physical re- 
construction, and third, and most complicated, reconcil- 
tation. We will have to cooperate on these three things, 
even ut the fundamental reason lies in the first. But per- 
haps the hardest thing to achieve will & reconciliation. 
And we are working on this. I have visited almost every 
headquarters in Bosnia and | was very impressed about 
what was being done on the ground. For example, look 
at what we could call the “Nordic brigade: It includes 
Denmark, a country which is a member of NATO and 
the EU. Sweden, which ts a member of the EU, but not 
NATO). and Poland, which belongs to neither NATO 
nor the EU. These three countries are working together 
im the muxed hrigade for the same case. I think that 
this gives us a picture of what we want \o build. 


[Ventura] /. laboratory, perhaps. 
[Solana] An extraordimanly nich laboratory. 


[Ventura] In any case, .. . am experiment for the 
future. which does not prevent the fact that there are 
currently more complex problems, such as the problem 
of restructuring the organization. 


[Sclana] Yes, we are facing major challenges, one of 
which 1s undouMedly the problem of restructuring. But 
thes os a solid organization, with a pedigree. | am not 
going to make hasty decisions. Above all, we have to be 
capac of mamtaming its essence. NATO's essence is 
soldanty. We have progressed and evolved with the 
missions given to us, Dut the main objective is the 
solidanty of tts members 


{Ventura} Speaking of solidarity, are Spain and France 
gong to take part in NATO's military structure’ 


[Solana] | cannot answer that — indeed | must not 
hecause | am not a member of the Spanish Government 
~ but | would like it of on the future all the countries 
could participate more. But it is up to the goverameni 
of cach of those two countries — Spain and France — 
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to choose the type of parucipation they want to have 
within NATO. 


[Ventura] Could the NATO sectctary-general have 
problems with the nacxt Spanish Government 


[Solana] Absolutely nonce. In my country there 1s broad 
consensus on the basic themes of foreign policy 


[Ventura] Are you taking a working agenda to Lisbon 
Of 18 if yust a Courtesy call’ 


[Solana] It is a visit in which I would like to prane 
the military parucipation of the Portuguese contingent 
in Bosnia, exchange views with the government on the 
matter, listen to it on the situation im general. and of 
course prepare for the Council mecung this month 
which is important for a number of reasons. | would 
also like to leave a clear message, namely that NATO 
iS prepared to continue working for security 


[Ventura] In carrying out your job could you find your- 
self confronted with regional issues tnvolving NATO 
member countries’? | am thinking of the recent imc 
dent involving Spanish airplanes overflying the Salvages 
{group of small uninhabited islands of the Madcuwas 
Naturally, you are familiar with the story 


[Solana] I have extraordinary cxperience of relations 
with Portugal, especially with the foreign ouneter 
This has provided me with magnificent contacts | sce 
no reason for that to change im the future. On the 
contnvy, I can only see feasons for this relatronshup 
to be maintained. 


[Ventura] In any case, problems could arise 


[Solzaa] Well, 1 am not a member of the government 
But | am undoutedly a great fnend of your Country 
I always have been — during al! political cras —— and 
will continue to be. Moreover, | am certain that we will 
continue together in a constructive position 


[Ventura] It would be too much to have to deal wit 
problems like little islands in the Atlantx 


[Solana] | am not worned about it, heheve me It there 
were a problem, | am sure that we would solve 1 


[Ventura] Could the situation in Bosna influeme the 
membership of Eastern European countries, of make 
such membership less feasibic ’ 


[Solana] The umetable for these countries to porn has 
heen defined, and some are already prepared to become 
part of the greater Atlantic community, just as they want 
to youn the community of European counties. We cannot 
tell them no. 1 think that, at the end of thes year, we wi!) 
take stack of the situation to Pulld a Concrete structure 
for this mutual desire 





report may contain copynghted matenal ~~ pm Lgl 
8 prohibited without permiason of the copynght owners 








FBIS-WEU-96-074 
16 April 1996 


[Ventura] Could the review of the Maastricht Treaty in 
any way influence the WEU's cxistence’ 


{Solana} Well, what | think 1s that the Imergovernmeantal! 
Conference [GC] — which 1s neld in a few days — will 
have to make decisions Concerning the restructuring of 
NATO, as well as measures concerning the EU. 1 would 
like both these issues tc be linked, so they can both be 
jointly analyzed. given that they are not scparatc issucs 


[Ventura] You seem to be very interested in the future 
Will you stand again at the end of your term of will you 
return to Spanish politics? 


[Solana] That is a question | would like to answer 
sincerely. | feel myself to he a public servant, but one 
who has a political, Spanish, and Eusopean leaning 
due to family and historical tradition. | want to serve 
my country, and that I can do in national politics and 
external politics. [| think that European politicians have 
to be prepared to do some housckeeping, including 
the housework for the biggest house of them all, the 
European house. That ts how | sce ut and how I feel 
about it. 


[Ventura] On a more personal note, do you sill harbor 
aay of your old anti-war and ant-Atlantic sentuument’ | 
do not think so. 


[Solana] Look, in Europe there are many politicians — 
and | am one of them — who parucipated in an clection 
campaign so that thew countries could hecome part of 
a mulitary alliance. It was not casy, but some Spanish 
pohtcians had the courage to do it 


[Ventura] What quick message would you send to the 
Portuguese people at this ime? 


[Solana] | would like to say that Portugal is a country 
which, due to its geographical location, loyalty, com- 
mitment to Atlantic values, and the role ut has played in 
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the past, Cescrves our recognition. | would also ike to 
thank the Portuguese Government and the Portuguese 
people for ther invaluate collaboration in the Bosnia 
process, under tough conditions entailing sacntices 


UN Report Calls For New Legislation to Combat 
Racism 

MS1504092096 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH 
im English 15 Apr 96 p9¥ 


[Report by Gordon Marun: Get Tougher On Racism, 
UN Report Tells Britain} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Geneva — Bretam needs to 
toughen its laws to combat racism, according to a report 
from the United Nations 


Current legislation ts difficult to apply and has little ct- 
fect, says Maurice Gicle-Ahanhanzo, the UN Human 
Rights Commission's special investigator on racial dis- 
aTimnavon 


His report calls for laws to specifically target harassment 
and racial violence and calls for better police tramong 


Efforts should also be made to ensure that Britain does 
not give the impression of hemg a country that reyects 
people from southern countnes in favour of arrivals 
from the north 


The report praises the ‘remarkable progress made over 
the past 40 years to bring about racial equality, but 
says more subile forms of discrimination have emerged 
and the arrival of ummugrants and asylum seckers has 
aggravated the atmosphere of xcnophoma 


It pommts out that to have an African name may be a 
senous obstacle to getting a skilled job and says that 
there 1s deep resentment of Muslims among the middle 
and upper classes 
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EU: Article Assesses Relations With Russia 


BR1S04120396 Brussels EUROPEAN VOICE 
in English 11-17 Apr 96 pl6 


[Arucle by Elisahe hh Wise: Winding Koad to a New 
Entente’ | 

[FBIS Transcribed Text] They have a parteersmir nact 
as thick as a telephone book. And they have big plans. 
But newher the European Union nor Russia are quite 
sure what thal means 


And who can Dlame them’ 


Russia is caght weeks away from a presidential clection 
which many feel could radically change us face. The 
Union 1s also heading for a face-lift. as this year's 
Acgoliauions on revisions to the Maastricht Treaty could 
result not only in new policies but also, eventually, im 
new member states 


Both sides ave watching cach other closely and both 
ae iecling slightly helpless. The EU must refrain from 
taking sides im election campaigning and can only 
guess at how much of the new, nationalist tough talk 
emanating from Moscow is sincere 


For their part. the Russians - despite being told by 
Europe that they are its foreign policy priority - feel 
they are not getting the dialogue they want 


Our relations with Russia seem to be a succession of 
hurdles which we and they have to pump over,” said an 
EU official 


One of the first burdies is ratification of the Partner- 
stip and Cooperation Agreement (PCA) by Europe's 
national parhaments and by the Russian Duma 


That process could be helped along this month, with the 
Umon scheduled to review its lengthy ‘action plan’ and 
prioritise its mitiatives with Moscow 


But s fa, EU officials have not consulted ther 
Russian counterparts on the plan and Foreign Affairs 
Commissioner Hans van den Brock’s vague offers to 
do # seer little more than lip service. Russian officials 
have only Seen shown an ‘outline’ of the action plan 
rather than the complete report 


That could he a grave oversight if the plan is really 
imtended i he what some EU officials say it is: a signal 
to President Boris Yeltsin's government that “the EU is 
here and it's ready to help keep him - and even more 
importantly his reforms - in place 


Russians also want ta ks on how to umplement the 200- 
page PCA and are wondering why. after the EU has 
spent two full vears in intense discussions with Central 
and Eastern European countries (CEEBCS) to prepare 
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them for eventual accession to the Union, 1 has devoted 
so lutle ume to talks with Moscow about its partnership 
plans 


We need a careful programme of pracucal steps for 

implementation of the PCA provisions,” said a diplon.at 
We appreciate the general approach of the PCA, tut 
without consultauon with Russian authorities on many 
levels, t would be useless work 


If consultanons do begin, he sad, We hope the 
Commissioner won't be in a hurry 


The EU's member states do not seem to be im a hurry 
only half a dozen of its national parliaments have so 
far ratified the PCA. The previous Russian Duma held 
a first hearing on ihe subject, but officials admut that 
ratificauion by the newly-clected parliament is unlikely 
before June's presidential clecuion 


The three-month-old Duma itscif is a threat to the 
PCA. Controlled by the comtned forces of the Gen- 
nadiy Zyuganov's Communist Party and Viaduma Zhin- 
novskiy’s ultra-nationalist Liberal Democratic Party, ut 
is likely to argue long and hard over the cconomuc re- 
forms proposed in the PCA 


European diplomats, including German Finance Minis- 
ter Theo Waigel and Van Den Brock, have served notice 
on Russia that any backsliding from market reforms will 
he watched and criticised 


But EU officials do not seem overly concerned that 
the nationalist trend in Russia poses a serous threat 
to cooperation with Europe. Even the appowntment of a 
foreign minister, Yevgenty Primakov, known to be more 
interested in Asia than his Euro-centric predecessor, has 
not caused them to fear that the EU will slide down 
Russia's priority list. 


Their zigzag in policy (s somewhat worrying, Put not 
unexpected,” said one E\' official, We think we have 
a long-term relauonship 


Russian desire for coopers on, at least as far as Yeltsin 
is Concerned, scems ina 1 


This was confirmed by a Russian diplomat who sad 
Russia considers the EU as one of the major centres of 
political and economic gravity of the modern universe 


He also stressed the need for cooperation on security 
matters, saying: You can't have a Evuropean security 
sysiem without all the major player: 


So far, Russia has supported the notion of EU enlarge. 
ment to the cast as a helpful tool in consoladating Euro- 
pean security. But 1 remains steadfast in its Opposition 
to NATO's planned expansion castwards 
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Recent hunts from Pnmakov that Russia maght accept a 
NATO expansion limited to Poland, Hungary and the 
Czech and Slovak Republics were rapidly snutied out 
in Moscow, but Yeltsin later suggested that he mught 
tolerate semm-membership tor the CEECs 


To keep Russia scoure in the tecling that EU and NATO 
expansion plans are not linked. the Union wil! have 
to he very careful how mf puPhicises plans to integrate 
its so-called mulitary arm, the Western European Union 
(WEU) - which already counts the Baluc states among 
its partners - into NATO 


The Union will also have to tread carctully around the 
growing contest hetween the US and Russia. The more 
Washington msists that NATO will expand, the more 
Russia insists ot wall not, warming that NATO capansion 
could hght “the flame of wa across Europe 


Meanwhile, Russia is taking more interest on its neigh- 
hours and stepping up talk of closer integratesn with 
them. Belarus is planning an immuneni unin, and 
Ukraine, Kirgyzstan and Kazakhotan - which have large 
Russian minorities - are also Considered likely to pom 
Russia in some form of acw unuon 


ignoring the Duma’s recent vote to denounce the 199] 
accord that dissolved the Sovict Union, Prmakow told 
Van Den Brock that future CIS integraton could be 
modeclicd “along the lines of the European Union . The 
EU encourages Russia in that direction, but contunues 
to forge its own political and commercial lonks wath the 
CIS and has already agreed aseciation accords with 
many 


Ancther notion floated hy Russia is that of a military 
pact for the castern Moc to compete with the western 
alliance. Both NATO and EU officials oppose the idea 


Through its participation in NATO's Partnership for 
Peace programme and the international peacekeeping 
force in Bosna (TROR), Russia's tes with NATO are 
taitly healthy at the moment. When Moscow sacked 
the first general ot had appointed to TROR for not 
cooperating with NATO) officers, it was signalling that 
it wanted to keep relations cordial 


The Mggest fly in the ommtment i Russia's position 
on the scoessionmt aspurations of Chechova War has 
clamed more than 20,000 lives wince Yeltsim sent 
40,00) Russian troops there in December 1994 to crush 
an independence Movement 


The EU had stalled the interem accord with Russia (the 
planned first step of the PCA), Pu eventually approved 
Ht on conditvom that its humanitarian aid stypments had 
ih Merrupted access to Chechava 
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Yet to be convinced by Yeltsin's piccge \) cod Ux 
wa, EU officials say Russta has not bived 


condmon, and access to Chechen civilians is » 


’ 


The Russian mulmary has stopped os from petony 
through, said onc, adding that and Comvoys have * 
forced to take huge detours. and pler ong © nce 
impoasitic 


R:ssia's ad muniter, in Brusscis lot 
Comnassion officials promncd to hel; 

request for EU funding for the EmerC om | 
industry was turned down, as the Comimmesion retuses 
lo give and moncy through government apemics = 
didn't say No to collahoration 


Howcc 


sa 


imeretaal 


Last month EU governments condemned unprovoked 
attacks by Russian forces on civil Laregets and : 
worsening of the human fights stuat 


dished out 


They CTHRIS™ 1 cCyus 
Chechens, however. condemnmyg terrons: 
hostage Laking 


But Union officials say ft would take « great deal | + 
the EU forging ahead with its plans to Purld strony 
with Russia 


We cant allow the whole relations! nt ? 
siess there's a Preach of one of the f 
onditions,” said a top Commission offy 


Read literally. the SUSPENSION clause in kK PLA 
mean human rights aPuses would he enough |. be 
accord into question. But EU officials negotiating © 
accord promised then Russian Counterparts that iw 

he used only in drastic situations 


They were concerned, bul we sand we necded 
case another coup attempt like the one which corre! 
in August (1991) were to succeed, sand om 


Shon of a coup then. it apy ats that the Lion w 
ne deflected from its ‘’ al 17 reir ‘ ‘ ef as © 
Russia 


EU Considers Accountability, Efficiency for TACTS 
RRISOST NOTH Brass! FUROPELAN Vol} 
meineglish 11-17 Apr pt 


|\Arucie Py Elisahcth Wise Fear That TACIS Rules 


Kusk Delays | 
[PBIS Transcribed Text! New rules desgnet | 


cTihowem of traud and ¢ hosed «<j ’ ratisa thorns 
TACIS [Techowal Assiwtance to CIS! develoome: 
programme risk ringing new Companies of ine! ' 


from the recyents of EL moncy 
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But both Commussion officials and MEPs [Members of 
European Parhamemt] believe that mcreased account- 
amity and transparency must be given top pnonty amad 
concern over whether EU Funds have been well-spent 
m the past 


The measures, agreed by EU governments but sull 
awating the approval of the European Parliament, 
include mmcreased monstonnag of programme spending 
for the newly independent states of the former Soviet 
Union and a new cvaluaon programme for reportung on 


completed projects. 


They also change criteria for awarding project contracts, 
with the am of making the process more open. 


Under the new rules, the number of days allowed for 
interested firms to suhemt bids for TACTS tenders has 
heen mocreased to 60, and the Commission's ‘shor list” 


of chgihe companies has been lengthened. 


The changes are designed to give the Commission a 
hetter chance of finding the best suppher or tid for 
its needs, but both msk extending the tume-lag between 
Project mmorpuion and implementation, already running 
a some 15 months 


There ts that risk.” admitted a Commission official. 
The new rules seck to mcrease transparency, but that 
doesn't necessarily lead to increased efficiency.” 


Since rts debut on 1991, TACTS has attracted its share of 
complants about effectiveness and speed. Commission 
officials say those criticrsms are misplaced, adding that 
rapid solutions are never possible given the scale of the 
overhaul needed to bring the former Soviet states and 
their command econormes out of decades of Communist 
nile 


But concerns over whether the moncy has been well- 
spent have apparently overndden those of how quickly 
it reaches its destination 


If there has to he a choice Detween swifiness and 
transparency, I'd go for increased accountability,” said 
British Sacsaleet MEP Peter Truscott 


The proposed changes must he approved by the Par- 
hament, where concern for openness in TACIS trans- 
ations has oncreased since the Commission's Moscow 
envoy, Michael Emerson, has been the subject of an in- 
ternal inquiry 


Although Emerson was not accused of mishandling 
TACTS funds, the inquiry has highlighted the fact that 
Commession representatives abroad are responsible for 
disbursing Large sums of money 


PRIS-WEL -96-074 
16 April 1996 


Emerson did not have a hand im awading TACIS 
contracts, but he did handle small, rapidly impiemeniod 
projects accounting for tens of thousands of ECU 


MEPs, together with the Court of Auditors and TACIS 
bencficiarics, have consistently criticised the lack of m- 
volvement of local recapents im designing and impic- 
menting projects. They complain that the programme ts 
too centralized in Brussels and that cwessive TACIS 
funding 1s spent on EU-hased consultants 


This criticism is echoed by Aussian officials. “Moncy 
goes to western consultants who don't know the realities 
of our villages and our enterprises,” sand onc 


The Commission counters that TACIS’ raison d'etre ts 
to bring western capernence to the cast. But EU memher 
State diplomats say they would be happy to sce heticr 
use made of local people 


In its first multi-year plan, which will run until 1999. 
TACIS will emphasise two few project arcas the 
eavironment and cross- bo'der Cooperation hetween the 
former Soviet states. 


According to the Commission, new TACIS programmes 
will be designed to help cach of the newly indepen. 
dent countnes move toward political and market reforms 
along western European lines and improve thei cand. 
dacy for eventual memberstup in the World Trade On- 
gamisavion. 


Diplomats and MEPs agree that the proposed evaluation 
and monitonng efforts are the most important changes 
that can be made to TACIS. We need to he atic to 
learn lessons from previous projects, said » diplomat, 
adding that it was also important to Monitor projects to 
detect problems as they developed 


“For four years, the moncy has heen spent and no one 
has done any follow-up. commented Truscott 


The proposals are likely to win parliamentary approval 
but whether they will win favour in recipient Countries 
1s another matter 


The Russians, who receive about half of the TACTS hud 
get. ave already critical of the slow implementabon of 


projects. “Despite the huge spending. TACIS cffiremy 

is very low.” said one Russian official, complaning the 

some projects take up to two years to come to framthon 
In the rural areas, the people are sceptical 
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EU Seeks To Improve ‘Floundering Ties’ With 
Golf States 

BRIS04120696 Brussels EUROPEAN VOICE 

in English 11-17 Apr 6 p9 


[Arucie by Elisabeuh Wise: “Bid To Mend EU Ties With 
Gulf States” | 

(FBIS Transcribed Text] In a pica for the rescuc of 
ficundenng relavous with the nations of the Araman 
peninsula, the European Commussion last autumn asked 
EU goveraments to show more rmtcrest in the Gulf states 
and security im the region. 


The Union will have a chance to do so later this month 
when its foreign ministers meet thew Counterparts trom 
Bahrain, Kowa, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arata and the 
United Arab Emurates. 


Relations with the Gulf Cooperanon Council (GCC), 
of vital interest to the Union because the council's =1 
members jorntly control half the world's oi! supply, have 
heen rocky m recent years 


Forecasting that the EU will rely on foreign oil and 
gas for 6OF of its energy needs by the year 2010, 
the Commussion is lobbying muntsters to secure that oil 
supply - and the GCC’s good will - by allowing it to 
negotiate a free trade agreement with the Gull, 


“Lack of affirmative action at an EU level of interest in 
GCC security has ted to the impression in the GCC that 
the United States plays an almost cuclusive role in the 
poliucal and security spheres.” the Commussion warned 
in tts report to EU governments 


That inaction has also helped US compames “to benefit 
cconomically .. not only with regard to military sales, 
but also im key sectors such as civil aviation and 
telecommumcations , despite gencrous EU mulitary help 
during the Iran-irag and Gulf wars 


Even if the Union wants better tees, | may have a hard 
ume convincing members of the GCC 


The Gulf states ae not overenthusiastc about BU 
efforts at rapprochement. Diplomats from some of those 
states, already benefiting from the EU's most favoured 
nation status, say they sce no pressing need for a trade 
agreement with the Union 


(hl already enters the EU duty-free and the only 
product that does face tariffs is petrochemicals. The 
El’ has siready said that « would fight for a long 
protecchon penad for its own petrochemicals industry 
before abandoning tanffs in any free trade agreement 


Not would the Gulf states gain from sending refining 
proaducts to Europe. where there 1s already a surplus and 
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where numerous ol Companies have announced plans to 
close refinenes 


What Gulf states want insicad ss convo! ove them 
ol and many ate already buying refincnes and petrol 
statbons in Europe: the QS logo owned by Kuwait is the 
most well known of many recent acguissons 


Proposals for an El-wide energy tax have not helped 
matters, as the Gulf states feel « would be directed 
primarily at them. And although Commusson officials 
say thas 1s a0 longer a bone of contenbon between the 
two sides - mostly Pecause the tax plan is virtually on 
the rocks - some Gulf diplomats disagree 


Petroleum lohives on Europe also say they would want a 
goad look al any trade agreement Nefore it was approved 
by thei poveraments 


But one industry lohhynt commented. “We are happy 
to have closer links to reassure people m Europe that 
oil 1S a secure CheTgy source. 


There are also signs of a split within the Commission 
on this issuc. While the Commission report on relations 
with the GCC focuses pnmanly on supply security, 
its own White Paper on energy maintains that this ts 
aot a concern, arguing that the Pars-hased International 
Energy Agency, created after the oi] crisis of 1974, was 
effective in preventing a simular crisis Curing the Gull 
War. 


In fact, says the industry ample global supplies mean 
Gulf states are as dependant on European consumers as 
Europeans are on then supply 


Nevertheless, they admut good tes are crucial to mamm- 
taming that stable supply 


To that end, the Commussion has asked EU governments 
to make the Gulf region a pronty m ther Common 
Foreign and Security Pohcy (CPSP) 


ht also heheves that GCC states should become more 
involved in EU efforts in North Africa and the Middic 
East, insisting: “An EU vision to promote security and 
statlity in the Modierrancan should nut stop at the 
frontier of Saudi Arama 


Commission officials list tes with Iran, Irag and the 
Middle East « cuamples of arcas where the two sides 
have very close Common interests in a oumbher of 
politcal and security tssucs’. Generally mamtanming a 
policy of not wolateng Iran, the Gulf states ae more 
likely to support the EU's critical dialogue with Tehran 
rather than the US policy of freezing t out. The Union 
and the GCC both support UN sancthons against Irag 
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After the Union, the Gulf states we the sccond lapewt 
financial Contributors to the Palesuman terranes. EU 
and GCC funds often Mend wm propects there 


The EU also wants GCC hicip mm undertanding Oe 
Islamac tssues af work in the natsons linked to the Unson 
through the Euro- Modstcrrancen snitiative. » wel! a 
poltscal and financial support for © reconstruction m 
Bosmia-Herzegovina 


The Commusmon agucs that govcraments should rem- 
force Coopersiion in thew atcas of Common mmicres 


in Gesnada last July, a moctng of treks meniters and 
thew Gulf counterparts agreed to provide sew impetus to 
the dialogue. and recommended sure frequent moctings 
a a ugh official level and mercased coomomac bes 


At thew mocting in Luxembourg on 22 April, EU torcign 
mmusters ave duc lo approve Measures for implementing 
those recommendations 


WEU Official Interviewed on Role in Furope. 
Membership 

TA1 304064096 Ankara TRI Television Network 
in Turkish 1700 GMT 12 Apr 


[Imervew with WEU Secretary General Jose Cutiierro 
by correspondent Hakio Buyukorvrtcnoglu im Ankara on 
12 Apnl — recorded: translated trom Turkish woue- 
over} 


(FBIS Translated Text] ([Buywkorvitcooglu| Secretary 
General, what role docs the Western European Union 
[WE] plan to assume under the new scourity condi 
bons in Europe’ 


(Cuulewo] The foundation stone of the European secu 
nity system is NATO. However, certain developments 
ae taking place that, even if they do not constitute a d- 
rect Gweat. are Causing Europe to assume certain duties 
such as reestahiishing peace of helping humanitarian of- 
gamzavoms And these duties must he urgently fulfilled 
(mm the other hand, the WEU is also part of the ama 


ment groups in the region 


[Buyukcivitcioghu) Why do the Western European coun- 
trees feel the need for separate security organizations 
when they already have NAT)’ 


[Cuulewo)} NATO is an organization that includes 
transatlantxn clements and that fulfills its mission wrth 
the full consensus of 16 countries I constitutes the 
foundation of defense There are certain operations 
however, that are carned out by the Europeans in which 
the Americans do not take part. This does not, however 
mean competition with the Amern ans 
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(Buyukovacogiu)] Turkcy wants to fecome « full 
memiher of the WEL. Why is that not possubic’ 


(Cunlewo] Turkey. wach 1 ap aseciate mem of the 
WEL. om practice has the same nghts as full members 
with 2 few cuceptooms. Asscuste memiers take part 
all our acuviees and parvopate os WEU opcratom 
Turkey 0s also a NATO member If you are not a NATO) 
member, you cannat hocome a WEL memicr. NATO 
memicrs who are not full WEL members have the 
status of asactate members of the WEL) When Turkey 
becomes a full EU memes. ot will naturally hecome a 
full WEU member 


EL: Nordics To Be t.ranted Schengen (rerver 
Stutus 

BRID06142196 Brussels EUROPEAN VOICI 

m English 11-17 Apr p7 


|Artucle by Thomas Kiau “Schengen To Incorporate 
Nord Arca | 


|PBIS Transcribed Test] The EU signatories to the 
Schengen Convention have decided to open op ther 
agreement on the abolton of border controls to all tive 
memers of the Nordx Passport Union, even though 
there os little prospect of Norway and locland pong 
the EU’ im the foresceae future 


Al 4 @aewterial mocting in The Hague to be held neat 
Thursiay (18 April), the ten Schengen countries we 
set to grant Denmark, Sweden, Finland. Norway and 
keeland observer status - the first step towards full 
partarpaton im the Schengen cooperation mechanism 


Duplomats say that during the morning session, the ten 
Schengen ministers will agree to invite ther five Norda 
colleagues to poun them on thew afternoon Jeliher ation 
No further formal step 1s aceded 


(server satus gives a country the night to attend 
Schengen group deliberations without officially parts 
pating in them, and ts scen as a transitional atangerment 
facilitating memhershup negotiations and the subcgucnt 
full integration of applicant counties inte the group 


Full membherstup talks with Denmark, Swoden and 
Finland are scheduled to hegin soon after the April 
meeting 


Meanwtilc, Norway and loeland are to be pranted a 
newly created association status reflecting both coun 
tres (eaphont of emphcit) reyecton of Union member 
ship This status will he comprehensive enough to allow 
(lo and Reykjavik to participate om all key Schengen 
aftangements, sach as the abolition of systemath inter 
nal horde? controls, a common visa Policy and close 
COoPerahon in pole matters 





reper may contam copynghted matenal Copying and dncemmaten 
 protebvted erthew perme of the capynght owners 











FRIS-WEU-96-074 
16 April 1996 


is 4 step wtach EL members ae dctcrmuned will oct 
seTer a a precedes. the Schengen space 1s therefore to 
* opesed to son-EU members for the fret ume. 

Thos major cComcessson metally ruled out Dy several 
EL memters after he Norwegians rejected Union 
memicrstep on 1994 - ts a result of the Nordic countnes” 
Sctermuasoe® to hold on to the passpan umon which 
has hound the five nathons together m a single free- 
travel zone xce * 957 


ht also serves a further evidence that both iceland and 
Norway of «Tt to hecome evet more imicgratcd into 
EU ptscie: deapete thew persistent reluctance to jou 
the Una x 


Parcpay s (xe F -copean Pree Trade Arca (EFTA) 
and the ‘wheres: a Cr eeenbon wil, m effect, substan- 
tally Curlal hoi: . suntnes sovereignty mm many Com- 
mercial and omtcrnal affairs matters, whole leaving ther 
goveTroments without a formal scat a the EU negotat- 
img talic 


Because of the tome needed for aegotiavoms and the 
suPsoquent ratification process, the planned catension 
of the Schengen space to include Finland and all of 
Scandinavia will prohably not come into effect before 
1998 However, diplomats capect talks to proceed 
turly smoothly. as cooperahon within the 49-yea- 
old ‘passport umon - while less wide-ranging than 
that foreseen om the Schengen Convention has already 
fostered a Wadivon of cooperaben on internal affams 
matters hetween its five members 


(ince the ratification process ts completed and the 
tow Schengen signatories who have not yet fully 


implemented the convention have done so, the Schengen 
region will - as was the case before the latest round of 


enlargement - im bude all the EU's conunental memhers, 
with only the UK and Ireland standing outside. 


Caven the promiers posed by the measures needed to 
combat terrormm om Northern Ireland, diplomats are 
convinced a solution for these two countnes will not he 
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found unless London drops mts fundamental ope mrton 
to the sbolmon of sysiematc order passport comtrols 
Om passengers wavelling Hetwoen EU meme sities 


Usul sow, at has shown no sgn of dong so. sctting 
the stage for 4 tough battle over plam drawn op 
imernal Market Commusmoncr Mate Moot: tor nce 
EU laws designed to create a truly Porder-free Eoroge 
cacompassing all meme sisics 


As he icads the Commission's fight to actuewe the pou! 
of ensuring the free movement of people throughout 
the Union, Monti will have to keep ome eye firmly 
on the European Paliamem. Some MEPs (Mem: 
of Earppean Pahament) have arcady atiacked the 
Commusmoner’s approach as over-tomed and unre alistn 
and have suggested taking th unusual sep of aang 
the Commission to withdraw its proposals and replac 
them with a more senous imitative 


They say that under the Commusson’s current approa) 
the aboliuon of passport controls a all the BL 's enteral 
borders stands no chance of heme implemented Netore 
the turn of the century 


The University of Amsterdam, meanetule. has pro 
duced a study highhghting ammguous formulations im 
the Schengen Convention which, according to the re 
searchers, could result in member states adoqung (oo 
ficting policies in order to enforce the agreement 


This problem, they suggest, will he particulatly acute 
im the field of cross-horder polwe cooperation. where 


differing national definitions of terms such as “Custody 
and differemt degrees of legal protection afforded to 
persons under wrest could lead to legal confussom 


Eu officials we quick to discount such suggestion 
They argue that the majonty of the proMiems highlighted 
wt the report ae more acaderm<c than real, and mughv 
only create serious difficulbes once crows-Por er polne 
imerventions increase far Heyond thew present limited 
furnher 
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{Goossens} A central banker is always at the head of 
the IMF, not a poliucian. 


{Maystadt] That is indeed the tradition and | am not at 
all certain that it will be deviated from. This discussion 
is certanly not over. If Camdessus asks for a third 
raandate, I think that he will pet enough support. | 
personally am not in a hurry to step out of the Belgian 
Government. But I also think that it is not only central 
bankers who come into consideration for the job. 


{Goossens} Will the euro change the balance of power 
within the IMF” 


[Maystadt] Of course, in any case on the international 
monetary stage. The curo must come partly for that 
reason. A new international balance is necessary. No 
single currency, including the mark, can compete with 
the dollar as an international means of payment. For the 
United States it is a trump card, an exorbitant privilege 
as General Charles de Gaulle once described it. Was 
it not a U.S. treasury secretary who once said: “The 
dollar is our moncy, but your problem.” It would be 
difficult to be more cynical, bul in a certain sense it is the 
truth. If the euro does come, then fairly quickly i will 
gain the status of international reserve currency. That is 
the reason why the English-speaking press sometimes 
Carries out a real crusade against the curo. 


[Goossens] The atlanticists are against the euro by 
definition”? 


[Maystadt] The European single currency will thor- 
oughly shake up some great interests. The speculators 
do not want to lose their profit center. 


[Goossens] The undervalued dollar is one of the main 
causes of business closures in Europe. 


[Maystadt] It 1s one of the causes, there are others as 
well. The dollar is underpriced and that has a negative 
impact on employment. For that reason as well the curo 
must come. it will allow us to change the balance of 
power, hecause then Europe will speak with one voice. 


{Goossens} Do the Americans know your opinion on 
this point? Like in NATO, they have the final say in the 
IMF as well. 


[Maystadt} | have never hidden the fact that I am a 
fervent supporter of European integration. However, | 
have no idea of how the ducision-making takes place 
round that kind of top position. Up to now I have not 


really occupsed myself with that. 


When that article appeared in THE FINANCIAL 
TIMES, | was as surprised as you are. If it depended 
on me, | would choose to continue my work as finance 
minister unti! Belgium joins Economic and Monetary 
Union (EMU). 
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{Goossens} On the other hand the IMF job 1s one which 
no one refuses. 


[Maystadt} Most likely. But I have the feeling, or rather 
it is My conviction, that Camdessus will ask for a new 
mandate, so that | will not be faced with the problem. 


{Goossens} Have you any idea of how much the dollar 
should cost at present” 


{[Maystadt} That is very difficult to say. It 1s premature 
to establish target zones for the currencies, as some U.S. 
economists defend. But «« would be useful if a consensus 
would emerge among the big countries about the desired 
value of the currency. They should say clearly that the 
dollars is undervalued and act accordingly. The IMF 
could force such a consensus. 


[Goossens] European Commissioner Yves-Thibauli de 
Silguy said recentiy that the curo is the only valid 
project which we can offer the younger generations. Do 
you agree with that’ 


[Maystadt] The single currency 1s not the alpha and 
omega of policy. It is not the curo which will give the 
young people of Europe hope again. A currency ts a 
means, not a goal in itself. In any case | believe that 
most of my colleagues have the same ideas about if too. 
Mest of them have just as much sympathy with employ- 
ment as with the currency. The two are not contradic- 
tory, and anyone who claims the contrary 1s mistaken, 
and is taking a dangerous political path. In addition to 
the European currency, we must stimulate scientific re- 
search and realize the large European actworks 


{Goossens} None other than your fellow finance min- 
isters have blocked the financing of these networks for 


years. 


{[Maystadt} There is a problem. Despite the demand from 
the heads of government, some finance ministers, espe- 
cially those of the big countries, are very reticent about 
releasing the necessary funds. But these projects are ab- 
solutely necessary for Europe to be able to maintain 
itself in international competition. If the financing 1s 
not arranged yet, then the cause lies with my fellow f- 
nance ministers. Some people find it hard to accept that 
a political community 1s only fuectioning well when the 
decisions at the highest level are carried out as well, 


{Goossens} Should you try something like that in Bel- 
gium, then there would nghily be talk of insubordina- 
On. 


[Maystadt} It 1s clear that there would be a big problem 
in that case. We must negotiate this obstacie, although 
1 admit that i us everything apart from simple, Or 
we must, as Jacques Delors suggested, finance these 
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projects through loans. Because i is a question of 
investments, it is an orthodox technique. The budget 
is another method. The Commission has a proposal to 
use the unused credits for the networks and scientific 
research. | am absolutely in favor of that, but once again 
there are colleagues who make objections. They want 
the unused moncy to be returned to the member siatcs. 
Especially Germany, which is the biggest net contributor 
to the EU, stood out on that point. 


{Goossens} The finance ministers are able to get away 
with a great deal. Another result of the Maastricht 
Treaty? 


{Maystadt} Partly. If my German colleague wants his 
money back, it is because then he can reach the 
Maastricht criteria more casily. That is not a crazy way 
of reasoning. 


{Goossens} Do the Ecofin [Council of EU Economic 
aud Finance Ministers} ministers not act like the bosses 
of Europe? German Finance Minister Theo Waigel 
demanded and got a stability pact, and a couple of weeks 
ago he made an agreement with his French colleague 
that there is also to be a stability council, a sort of 
economic government of Euzope. 


[Maystadt} That is not the position of the European 
Council. The heads of government accept the idea of a 
stability pact, because of budgetary discipline, and want 
there to be standards and procedures. We cannot allow 
things to get out of hand again after 1999. However, 
at the Madnd summit the heads of government stated 
that various matters must take place within the existing 
institutions. If the intention is that this stability council, 
for which the French and Germans are now caliing, is 
to make decisions alone, then that would be in conflict 
with the decisions of the European Council. 


{Goossens} In fact this is a question of a civilized coup. 


[Maystadt} At present it is no more than the opinion 
of two mumisters. But there is an agreement that there 
must be monetary discipline after 1999 as well. In 
any case Belgium does not have a problem with that, 
because it absolutely must reduce its deft. We have no 
other choice. It does not bother me that a committee 
formulates advice, as long as the decisions are taken by 


politicians. In a political democracy you cannot contract 
out the important decisions to technocrats. 


[Goossens] Is there not a danger that a similar conflict 
will arise around the Maastricht standards’ Is there not 
a threat of a clash between the orthodox assessment of 
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the finance ministers and the political decision of the 
heads of government’ 


{[Maystadt] | hope that the heads of government will 
not lose sight of orthodoxy. It would be dangerous 
if their assessment did not take account of the weaty. 
Therefore it must not become political bargaining, with 
countries which do not fulfill the standards at all, 
sull joining EMU. The period between the decision 
and | January 1999 threatens to be excepuonally 
difficult. If the financial markets have the impression 
that things are being fixed, then we msk a wave 
of speculation which could bring down the centre 
agreement. Consequently | am calling for an orthodox 
interpretation of the standards and the treaty. There are 
still misunderstandings about that. The treaty does not 
demand that the debt be 60 percent, but that you are en 


route to that percentage. [passage omitted] 


{Goossens} As finance minister you should take the 
markets senously, rather than people. 


[Maystadt} In any case I cannot allow myself to not 
listen to the markets. | take account of the opimion 
of the population, but equally of the markets. The 
room for maneuver of all governments is limited now, 
although room for policy still remains. There is space, 
albert limited. You can no longer take certain sensible 
decisions because of the markets. A tax on capital is 
fair, but would immediately provoke a sanction from 
the markets. However, rules are necessary, if they are 
absent, then every market goes off the rails, and only 
the law of the jungle counts. In essence that it is the 
fight around the European social model. It is a fight 
to put the markets in a framework, and that is a task 
which only the government can take on. Therefore it 
is sensible to work for better rules on the international 
level. Ordinary citizens also have an interest in that. It 
has consequences for their daily lives. 


{Goossens} Do you reconcile that with your job” 


[Maystadt] I am obliged to.... Either | capitulate, or | 
try to change something. Organizations like the IMF 
can play a role here. The Mexican crisis, which was 
scarcely followed in Europe, is symptomatic of the 
dangers we are facing. The IMF must get the possibility 
to quickly mobilize the necessary funds to oppose 
such destabilizing movements. What happened around 
Mexico is not nothing. If we are faced with such a 
catastrophe another two times, then we can forget it. 


[passage omitted. 
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UK: Editorial Views U.S.-Japan Relations, Clinton 
Visit 

MM 1604082996 London THE TIMES in English 

16 Apr @ pil? 


[Ednorial: “Clinton in Japan” ] 


(PBIS Transcribed Text} President Clinton arrives in 
Japan today as the guest of the Emperor on a visit 
described by the US Defence Secretary as “the most 
important suzamut since the end of the Cold War’. Its 
immediate purpose 1s to strengthen the troubled US- 
Japan security treaty — a lopsided alliance which ts 
vital to Asian security, and which is in need of more than 
cosmetic patches. Beyond that, both governments need 
to guide a wider public debate on why America needs 
bases in Japan and why Japan needs them there. The 
outcome could be to shift the acknowledged focus of the 
alliance outward, from the protection of Japan to a wider 
Asian security role in which, for the first time since 
the Second World War, Japan could play a supporting 
mulitary role beyond its shores. This trip could come to 
be seen as a turning point in both countries attitudes to 
Asian security. 


The occasion ts vested with excepuional significance for 
another reason’ American presidental visits to Japan 
ave astonishingly rare. Gerald Ford's, in 1974, was 
the ftirst—necarly 120 years after Commodore Perry's 
black ships” first docked in Japanese waters in the first 
of America’s many efforts to prise open the Japanese 
market. Since then, there have been only six. By 
contrast, Japanese prime ministers travel to Washington 
with clockwork regularity. 


This ts only one, and the least important, of many 
asymmetries in the bilateral relationship. In the decades 
after the Second World War, both sides lived with them 
happily enough. America kept its doors open to Japanese 
goods, tolerating Japanese trade barriers as a necessary 
evil while Japan rebuilt its shattered economy. Japan 
embraced its pacifist postwar consutution and, sheltered 
by the US security umbrella, was content to play the 
unguestioningly loyal ally. 


But as Japan's trade surplus with the US ballooned and 
as the end of the Cold War in Europe diminished Amer- 
ica’s enthusiasm for defending wealthy alles in Europe 
and Asia alike, practically every part of US-Japan re- 
lations hecame frayed. The Clinton Administration ini- 
tially paid little attention to the military dimension. For 
nearly two years, tensions im the security relationship 
were left summering on the back-burner. An awkward 
conmunction of domestic and Japanese pressures has 
compelled Mr Clinton to take these issues senously. 
He ws faced with rising demands in Congress for Japan 
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to assume greater responsimility for us own defence. In 
Japan, last year’s rape of a Japanese gu! Dy three US 
servicemen has fed demands from Okinawa, the ny 
sland that provides 75 per cent of the US Nase atcas. 
for US troop withdrawals. Throughout Japan, the inci- 
dent opened up unprecedented dchate on sovetcignty. 
national responsibility and the conversion of coonomn 
power into international influence. 


Mr Clinton will sign a joint declaration affirming the 
treaty’s importance. The ground has been meticulously 
prepared. The US will continue to base 47,000 troops 
in Japan; but to defuse anger on Okinawa, America wil! 
close seven bases there and hand back a fifth of the 
base afcas’ acreage. In return, Japan will provide the 
logisucal suppor for US troops on peacetime exercises 
for which America has been pressing for cight years 
There will be a careful reference to wider security co- 
operation in Asia. 


That is as far as either side dares, for the moment, to 
open up the much larger question of Japanese support 
for American forces in combat situations. North Korea's 
refusal to observe the armistice agreement and China's 
aggressive military manocuvtes in the Tarwan Surat are 
sharp reminders of the damage that the alliance would 
suffer if US forces based in Japan had to respond to a 
regional crisis — and Japan declined to provide naval 
and other military assistance, even in a support role 
But amendment to Japan's peace constitution. which re- 
nounces the nght of belligerence, 1s a subject not only 
taboo in Japan until very recently, but extremely sen 
sitive in the eyes of Japan's neighbours. The Japanese 
have cautiously begun to talk about hecomung a nor- 
mal country” and Mr Clinton will be tempted to give 
this debate a nudge forward. But in the aftermath of the 
Okinawa rape, he would be unwise to force the pace 
For now, Asian security will best be served by a scam- 
less diplomatic repair job to this vital alliance 


UK: Portillo Said Causing ‘Policy RIM’ Over Israel 


LD1504232596 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 0013 GMT IS Apr 96 


[By Phil Murphy) 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Defence Secretary Michael! 
Portillo was tonight accused of creating a Jamaging 
policy nft with the Foreign Office as he backed Isracl!’s 
continued use of force in Beirut 


Liberal Democrat foreign affairs and defence 
spokesman Menzics Campbell was commenting 
after Mr Porullo, who was in Israc! today, had ap- 
peared to support his hosts’ tactics just hours after an 
offic.al statement from the Foreign Office urged them 
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to end bombardments which were driving civilians out 
of southern Lebanon. 


The Foreign Office said ministers were viewing devel- 
opments with concern: “We are disturbed by the in- 
creasing effects on civilians despite Israel's efforts to 
avoid civilian loss of life and by the growing human- 
itarian problems as large numbers of people fice from 
the city.” 

There could be no justification for continued Hizbaliah 
attacks on northern Isracl, an official said, but all parties 
should act to break the cycle of violence and return to 
a Situation in which negouations could be resumed. 


The Foreign Office's director for Middle East aifairs, 
John Shepherd, is travelling to Beirut for discussions 
with the Lebanese Government in a bid to break the 
deadlock. 


But Mr Portillo said in Israel: “1 would not describe 
the Israchi reaction as disproportionate. My view is we 
look to Israel to take measures which are considered 


and proportionate.” 


He went on: “Israel is facing a very substanual terrorist 
threat from Hizballah. This is designed to undermine 


the peace process.” 
He said that Katyusha rockets had entered Israel in very 
large numbers and the bombardment had continued in 


recent days with heavy casualties and a large number 
of civilians forced to withdraw for their own safety. 


“Therefore, Israel is responding to a sustained terrorist 
threat posed by Hizballah,” Mr Portillo said. 


But Mr Campbell said: “There is an apparent contradic- 
tion between Mr Portillo's endorsement of the Israeli 
Government's actions as being proportionate while the 
Foreign Office is expressing justifiable anxiety about 
the consequences for imnocent civilians caught up in 
the confusion and fear which Israeli action is Causing. 


“The Isracli Prime Minister has said that he is not yet 
ready for negotiation. I cannot believe that any politician 
— whether in government or out in the UK — would 
support that view. 


“If by negotiation an end can be brought to these horrific 
events, then why not endeavour to do so. 


“Mr Portillo's views are clearly at variance with those 
of the Foreign Office. We are used to Government splits 
on Europe but a split on an international issue of this 
kind 1s equally damaging © 

A spokesman for the Ministry of Defence in London 
said Mr Portillo had supported calls for attacks to cease 


but had expressed understanding of the reasons for 
Israeli action. 
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“He also stressed the importance of a political solution 
to this problem,” the spokesman saad. 


UK: Major Warned Against More Euroskeptic 
Stance 


MS1504102896 London FINANCIAL TIMES 
in English 15 Apr 96 pl 


{Report by Robert Peston: “Senior Tones Prepared to 
Risk Government's Fall”) 

(FBIS Transcribed Text] Senor Conservatives last night 
warned they were prepared to risk the collapse of Mr 
John Major's government by quitting the party — if ut 
moved in a rightward or more Eurosceptic direction. 


A minister on the party's left said the prime minister 
would be “dead” if he attempted to “go any further” in 
adopting the sceptics’ agenda. “Loyalty 1s strained to 
breaking point,” he said, adding that one backbencher 
could “leave al any moment”. 


The warning came as Mr Tony Blair, Labour's leader, 
urged disgruntled leftwing Conservatives to join his 
party, which he is aliempting to reposition in the centre 
of British politics. “In my Judgment, they would be far 
more at home in today’s Labour party,” he said in an 
interview in THE SUNDAY TIMES. 


The prime minister will this week respond to his 
leftwing backbenchers’ fears by saying he, too, ts 
committed to the middie ground. “He is not going to 
shift,” said a close colleague. “On Europe, in particular, 
a line has now been drawn with the commitment to a 
referendum on a single currency.” 


MPs [Members of Parliament) will this week return to 
the House of Commons after the Easter break in a state 
of fevered speculation that the government could fall 
at any moment, now that the Staffordshire South East 
by-election defeat has reduced its majority to one 


There was further evidence yesterday of instability at 
the top of the government when it emerged that a 
pro-European minister — in addition to Mr Kenneth 
Clarke, the chancellor — had made it known to the 
prime minister that he was thinking of resigning in the 
run- up to Mr Major's commitment to a referendum on 


monetary union. 


Like Mr Clarke, the minister was opposed to a referen- 
dum, but also feared the government was poised to rule 
out sterling’s participating in a single currency scheme 
“He made his views known through the normal chan- 
nels.” a minister said. “There is still deep disgruntic- 
ment about the prime minister's failure to stand up to 


the sceptics.” 
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Another senior minister said the referendum pledge had 


taken Mr Major “beyond the margin of safety” in respect 
of the loyalty of the party's left. 


A semor member of Mr Blair's team confirmed that 
two Tory MPs had held talks about possibly moving 
to Labour, because of their opposition to the proposed 
referendum. 


From outside the Tory party there was pressure on the 
prime munister to adopt a more anui-European approach 
from billionaire Sir James Goldsmith. In a BBC inter- 
view. Sir James confirmed his Referendum party would 
field more than 600 candidates at the general election; 
there would be a challenger in every Constituency where 
opponents refused to back his party's demand for a ref- 
crendum on the UK's position in Europe. 


Criticising the European approach of Mr Major's gov- 
ernment, Sir James said: “It cannot lead, it cannot tell 
the nation where it wants to go.” Ministers will this 
week allempt to restore party morale with the start of 
campaigning for May's local elections, although they 
acknowledge they face heavy defeats. 


A party strategist said the Tones would bring out their 
“Dig guns”, including Mr Michael Heselune, the deputy 
prime munister, Mr Clarke, and Mr Malcolm Rifkind, 
the foreign secretary. 


The government is pinning its hopes on the electorate 
eventually giving it credit for economic recovery. A 
senior party adviser said the prime minister was intent 
on pushing through big tax cuts in November's Budget. 


UK: Tory Conflict Over Election Participation 
Reported 

MS1604101796 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH 
in English 16 Apr 96 p13 


[Report by Toby Harnden: “Ulster Appeal To Central 
Office On Poll”| 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Conservatives in Northern Ire- 
land are to challenge Tory Central Office by preparing 
to field candidates in the forthcoming elections there. 


UNITED KINGDOM 1s 


Party members, who were told “it would not be appro- 
priate” for Tones to parucipate in the forum clections 
on May 30, voted overwhelmingly to reject the advice 
of the party hierarchy. 


Michael Trend, a deputy chairman of the Tory party, 
flew to Northern Ireland on Saturday to try to prevent 
a rebellion. Bul he received a hostile reception and left 
before members voted by 80 to six to draw up a list of 
candidates. 


Mr Trend had said it was unnecessary to take part in 
clecuons because ministers would represent the views 
of the party at talks. 


However, Alex Cane spokesman for the Conservative 
Party in Northern Ireland, said: “If we did not stand, 
the views of many people in Northern Ireland would 
not be renresented. 


“The Government has said it will play a neutral role in 
the clections. The party, however, should not be neutral 
about what happens in an integral part of the country.” 


Conservative candidates received 45,000 votes in North- 
ern Ireland at the last general election. 


Under election rules, the Conservatives in Northern 
Ireland can field candidates only with the approval of 
the party chairman. 
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Germany: Commentary Welcomes U.S. Asia Policy 
AU 1604105096 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 16 Apr 9 p4 


(Commentary by Kai Stnittmatie:: “Bill Clinton's Asian 
Turn”) 


(FBIS Translated Text] The U.S. President's tip to 
castezo Asia has one single purpose. Bill Clinton wants 


the world might completely dedicate itself to pushing 
up its GNP. Suddenly dangers to security and stability 
seem to be lurking everywhere. What began with 
North Korea's lunge for the nuclear bomb continued 
in China's superpower gestures toward its neighbors in 
the South China Sea and the missile tests off Taiwan. 
The so far latest act of the militant whispering was once 
again staged by the North Koreans with their advances 
toward the border to the south. 


Asia is looking for a new balance. The weights in the 
complicated building of regional security are shifting. 
Some (like Russia) have completely disappeared after 
the end of the Cold Wa, others have become weightier 
and weightier (China) and require counterweights if the 
building is not supposed to topple. The structure is 
already shaking and trembling everywhere. The British 
magazine BCONOMIST warns that, in an extreme case, 
the region of the tiger states might achieve a second 
record: After it has made the fastest leap forward in 
human history regarding it is citizens’ wealth, it might 
next be threatened with the fastest and worst fall. 
Nowhere in the world are armament producers currently 
doing such excellent business as in southeast Asia. 


Clinton has finally realized that. His Administration's 
policy toward Asian states has changed in two decisive 
points. First. It has become more determined and some- 
times gives ut for tat. For a long time the United States 
reacted with half-hearted diplomatic notes to China's 
provocation and even awarded North Korea's threat 
with the nuclear bomb by making concessions. Only 
when China had its missiles hit the Formosa Swraits did 
the United States become fed up and show its mus- 
cle. Defense Secretary William Perry sees his country's 
more determined behavior already as a success. Perry 
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says the Chinese “do not like the message we sent them, 
but they have understood it.” 


Second: President Clinton has discovered security pol- 
icy. Clinton (“the economy, siupid'”) started his job with 
the belief that the time of geopolicy was over after the 
end of the Cold War; in his view, foreign policy, too, 
first and foremost had to serve the welfare of the US. 
economy. The result: For some years Japan was not 
the partner for peace bul the scapegoat for the trade 
deficit and domesuc unemployment. This has changed. 
at least for the moment; probably the large anti-US. 
demonstrations in Japan over the past months have also 
contributed to that. Washington remembers again that 
Japan is the key point of U.S. presence and influence in 
the region. 

The atmosphere before Clinton's visit to Japan is good. 
However the renewal of the U.S. promise for protection 
should not cover up the fact that problems are gnawing 
on the alliance. On the one hand, one can bet that the 
next trade quarre!] will soon ruin the newly confirmed 
harmony again. In the United States one can win far 
more votes with the issue of unemployment than with 
peace in the Pacific. 

On the other hand, the U.S.-Japanese security treaty 
of 1960 is an old response to a new challenge. Even 
if it is occasionally polished a bit, criticism of the 
agreement it is growing on both sides. The treaty sets 
down: Japan provides the bases and pays, the United 
States provides the troops — and fights if »ecessary. 
More and more Americans wonder why their soldiers 
should defend such a rich country as Japan, which, in 
addition, is its biggest competitor on the world market. 
On the Japanese side the matter is more complicated. 
Even though more and more Japanese want to make 
their nation a “normal country” with a normal army, this 
is opposed by the pacifist tradition of the past decades 
and an interpretation of the Constitution, according to 
which Japan forbids itself to take over responsibility 
also outside its national borders. 


At least, Japan showed courage during the Taiwan crisis 
It was the only Asian country that condemned China's 
aggression in unusually clear words. This is, however, 
exactly the dilemma of the U.S. attempt to show its 
flag in Asia: All other neighboring states remained 
mute, out of fear of the awakening giant China. The 
states of the region are indeed grateful for the US 
efforts to maintain the balance of power in castern and 
southeastern Asia — bul they do not believe that the 
United States will be able to do so in the long run. They 
are afraid that the United States might run out of power 
or will relapse into :solationism. Thus. Clinton will need 
Many more tnips to convince them of the opposite 
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Germany: Rexrodt Views Global Economic Issues, 
Trends 


AU 1504195496 Hamburg WELT AM SONNTAG 
in German 14 Apr 96 p ill 


{Arucle by German Economics Minister Guenter 
Rexrodt: “Companies Must Step Up Their Presence on 
Dynamically Expanding Markets” | 


(FBIS Translated Text] Over the next 25 years, the 
balance of power in the global economy will undergo 
a fundamental change. Over 3 billion people in Asia, 
Latin America, and central and eastern Europe are now 
in the process of entering the international division of 
labor. 


The Western industalized countries now face a new 
situation: The overwhelming number of addiuional con- 
sumers and producers in non-industrialized states is a 
new clement. The global mobility of capital and the 
availablity of modern technology and production pro- 
cesses are also new clements. A further new factor is 
the rising educational standards of work forces world- 
wide. 


This situation gives rise to completely new opportu- 
nities for companies that operate globally. Today, one 
can design a new product in Italy, develop the adver- 
tising campaign 19 Great Britain, write the computer 
software in India, and have the product manufactured 
in Malaysia. 


The German national economy is integrated into the 
global division of labor more than any other national 
economy in the world. That is why we are experiencing 
the pressure of compeution more so than anywhere cise. 
In 1995, German exports rose by about 4 percent. They 
probably reached a new record level of more than 700 
billion German marks [DM]. However, world trade also 
rose by about & percent during 1995. Thus, the German 
economy only accounted for a below-average share of 
the real growth in world trade. 


The reasons for this are to be found in the marked 
appreciauon of the German mark and the high rate 
at which wages have increased. Nevertheless, German 
industry cannot hide behind these special factors as the 
competitive pressure will only become greater. 


This means that German companies fa. great chal- 
lenges: They have to step up their presence in dynami- 
cally expanding markets. 


Thus, with their foreign trade offensives directed at 
Latin America and the Asia-Pacific region, the govern- 
ment and German industry are jointly embarking on new 
paths 
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German companies have to prove themselves againsi 
new Competition in the high-end technology ficld. Eng:- 
neenng generally, chemicals, and electrical engineering 
are key export areas for us. In the high technology ficid 


too, we have to be equal to the competition from Japan 
and the United States. 


Germany as a business location faces new challenges. 
In 1995, Germany's foreign investment rose to about 
DMSO billion. The record lev2l to date — ut was 
attained in 1995S — has been exceeded by DM105 
billion. In light of this, ut has become fashionable to 


the introduce the disparaging term job exporting into 
debate. I consider this to be wrong and dangerous. 


Costs play an increasingly important role in the transfer 
abroad of labor-intensive and technologically simple 
mass production processes. However, securing sales 1s 
a much greatcr motive. Foreign investment is primarily 
a means of securing strategic positions in markets or 
circumventing trade barners by producing domesucally. 


if a German company invests abroad, that is anything 
but obyectionabic. It is far more an indicauion of the fact 
thal companies are exploiung the opportunities available 
to them on world markets. It also serves to safeguard 


jobs in our Own Country. 


By contrast, what is worrying and a warning signal 
for Germany as a business location at the same time 
is a certain imbalance that has been developing for 
some time: Foreign investment by German companies 
has been exceeding investment by foreign companies in 
Germany. Germany is evidently not attracuve cnough 
as a place in which to invest in international terms. 


That is why we have to ensure that business investment 
in Germany pays once again. That is why we have 
to ensure that the costs burden on both industry and 
employees is reduced. Preparations involving a reform 
of company taxation and the lowering of the solidanty 
levy are underway for the 1997 annual taxation law. 


In addition, durng the current term of office, we 
must set a bill in motion that will initiate a far- 
reaching reform of income tax brackets. It should 
involve lowering tax brackets overall while various 
allowances and tax breaks are abolished at the same 
ume. 


In a high-wage country, however, it is not enough to 
lower costs alone. Anyone who wants to bring a new 


product onto the market should not be hindered from do- 
ing so by bureaucratic obstacles, hostility toward tech- 
nology, or a lack of capital. We are creating opportun:- 
ves for the provision of additional venture capital and 
tax assistance for people setting up businesses for the 
first time 
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In addition, we are curbing excessive regulation, cradi- 
Caling State intervenuon and removing obstacles to com- 
peuuon. Legislative moves aimed at simplifying plan- 
ming and permul procedures will come into force by the 
summer. The hasic direction of the reform o/ the em- 
ployment promouon law has already been mapped out. | 
will present a bill aimed at liberalizing the energy mar- 
ket within a few weeks. 


For the government, making employment a priority 
means making a priority of jos that are competitive in 
terms of both structural change and the global division 
of labor. 


Some perceive increased Competitive pressure as noth- 
ing but a threat. They are thus ignuring the cnormous 
advantages that come from increasingly efficient mar- 
kets. 


Incidentally, the people who voiwe such misgivings 
are frequently the same people who were previously 
concerned about the alleged explouation of the Third 
World. What was recommended to developing countries 
in the past was thal they should withdraw from world 
trade and the international division of labor. How wrong 
that advice was is confirmed by the successes Pring 
enjoyed by countries that failed to follow it. 


Today, we are also being presented a remedy that 
essentially says that one should close oneself off from 
the outside world and only permit structural change in 
homeopathic doses. That is the same old path that we 
should not follow. 


Within the EU, the OECD. and the World Trade 
Organization (WTO), the goverement is vigorously 
lobbying for liberal trade rules. We want to use the boost 
to further liberalization moves given by the conclusion 
of the Uruguay round and the establishment of the 
WTO. it ts also smportant that the “remainder” of the 
Uruguay Round on which negotiations are still to be 
conchided be settled on schedule. 


Al the same time, we ae working on producing a 
further impetus for greater liberalization at the first 
WTO ministerial conference, which is to be in held in 
Smgapore in December 1996. We are lobbying for the 
more ramd implementation of the tanff reductions that 
have already heen agreed. Negotiations are to be held on 
a more wide-reaching reduction in tanfis. We must also 
venture to bring about “deregulation at the multilateral 
level.” This ts the only way in which we can effectively 
remove the cumbersome harners to trade arising from 
an excess of technical and other forms of regulation. 


However, at Singapore, we must also look beyond the 
purely commercial ‘end of one's nose.” Negotiations 
have already begun within the OECD on a multilateral 
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invesiment agreement. | will lobby for the protection 
and Isheralization of international investment. However 
trade and competition also have to be turher umproved 
through the climmnatvion of cartels and abuses of matic! 
domination. In addition, efforts should he sMepped up 
on tules governing the interplay between trade and the 
cnavironmcnt. 


In its efforts to promote foreign trade, the goverament 
has imitated Many important sicps aimed af making 
the cxisting range of tned and tesied instruments more 
efficsent. This is the only in which we can cnsure that we 
meet the expectation that German compames ate given 
a far staf i competion and thal access to foreigr 
markets 1s improved 


In doing so, we paroculatly focusing on smal! and 
medium-sized Companies 


The first of these instruments are Hermes cxport guar 
antees. We are devoung particular attention to security 
for the financing of projects 


In the case of capital investment guatanices, the coun 
terpart of Hermes in the case of intensive investment, 
we have developed guarantee conditions that are close 
to actual practice. 


This particularly applies to security for bank loans and 
security for “breach of promise 


In the case of foreign cconomic policy, it ts important 
that all the players should speak with one voce. To 
promote this, | have initiated the Inter-Munisterial 
Commission for Foreign Economic Relations ft sthhould 
serve to improve the coordmation of federal activiles 
that are relevant to foreign economa relations 


The extent to which the world is in transition is 
something thal we are particularly conscious of on what 
was formerly the border between East and West ft is 
no longer western Europe alone that functions according 
to the rules of the free market. Ii is somethung that 
increasingly truc of all of Europe. National cconmormes 
are growing together. This is very apparent om the case 
of the countries of central and castern Europe that have 
already concluded association agreements with the EL 
In 1995, German trade with these countries alone rove 
by a good 22 percent. In addition, almost 10 percent of 
our foreign investment was in those Countries 


The necessary adjustments are to some extent parnfu! 
Alt times, the temptation to preserve old structures 
through subsidies of the scaling off of markets is great 
This is a temptation that we must resist. Cinly then wl! 
we he abic to achieve our common goal one Europe 
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Germany: Ruehe, Czech Minister Discuss 
Cooperation 

LD1504170596 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 
1530 GMT 15 Apr 96 


[FBIS Translated Text) Bonn (DDP/ADN) — German 
Defense Minister Volker Ruche and his Czech counter- 
past, Vilem Holan, agreed in Bonn today to hold regular 
ministerial mecungs and decpen bilateral military Coop- 
cravon. 


Ruche sasd after mecung Holan that they are planning 
two munisterial meetings per year. Holan will return to 
Germany this September, when he will also attend the 
first exercise under the Partnership for Peace program to 
take place in Germany, in Bergen- Hohnc. Ruche said 
he will vist Prague ai the end of the year. 


Holan described Germany as his country’s most impor- 
tamt Cooperation partner and said that German suppor 
m the acca of waning is particulaly valuabic. So fa, 
173 Crech officers have been trained in Germany, 22 
are still being trained, and another seven are due to star 
this year. In 1995, 77 joint operations were carned out 
as well as 60 tulateral operations at border guard level 
Ninety-five joint projects and 75 operations along the 
border are planned for this year. There are also twin- 
ning afrangements between 10 German and C7ech units 


In connection with the preconditions for Czech NATO 
membership, Ruche descrihed the ability to act together 
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as More important than cqual duarmamecnt The Wesicrn 
alliance will decade toward the end of the yew on is 
further steps to open up. Negotiations will then start 
in 1997 and the Crech Republi 1s well on its way 
to becoming one of the first candidetes for accession, 
Ruche said. He cmphasized once again that in the matict 
of castward cxpansion, NATO well not allow Russia any 
veto right 


Ruche described the: currcat Czech pulix debate about 
whether NATO membership means aiowing the de- 
ployment of foreign troops and nucicar weapons in 
Czech Republic as a phantom discussion. He sad ine 
Mihance does not cxpect this and mt wall not he 4 cond 
tion for admussion. The only obligation for new mem- 
hers 1s “not to close the door on other Countnes wishing 
to porn. 


Before meeting defense polruciams of the Bundestag 
Holan said that the decison on tes country’s NATO 
memberstup wall be made by the end of ths yea of 
carly next year at the latest. However, this will depend 
not only on the Czech Republic, hut also on the will 
of the NATO states. In any case, his Country 1s making 
efforts to be ready for accession as soon a possible 
Holan said. 
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France: Li Peng Seen as Playing Europe Against 
US. 

BRISO6131196 Paris LES ECHOS im French 

IS Apr 9 pd 


[Artucle by Michel de Grandi: “Li Peng Played the Card 
of Europe Versus the United Suites During His Visit te 
Pars”) 

(FBIS Translated Excerpt] What France expected above 
all from Li Peng’s first visit to Paris was a strengthening 
of the pofitical dialogue and at the same ume 41 better 
positoming of its Compames on the burgeoning Chinese 
market. Despite a marked disagreement over human 
nghts, Li Peng’s official three-day visit ended with 
an imvitaton to the French president to visit China. A 
proposal to which Jacques Chirac has incidentally given 
a favorable response. Purthermore, Pans and Beijing 
confirmed thew shared positions in the press release 
issued on 12 January 1994, the day on which relations 
hetween the two countries warmed up again after the 
quatre! started by the sale of Mirage jets to Taiwan. 
Last week France repeated its intention not to sell arms 
to the island with nationalist aspirations. 


Despite a calm political climate, regardless of the 
differences of opimon. the commercial consequences 
of this vist are far from spectacular for the French 


cconomy, strictly speaking. [passage omutted) 


Ralanced Ikplomacy 


China, which is in favor of a diplomacy balanced 
between the United States and Europe, has always 
played off one against the other. However, China is 
currently going through a difficult phase in its relations 
with the United States by virtue of the threats that 
Beiping made toward Tarwan before the first democratic 
elections were held there at the end of March. So Li 
Peng's visit to a European capital came at a good me 
to show the United States that China can do without 
Washington and US. products. 


Li Peng’s ambition in coming to Prance was clearly 
broader than the strict confines of bilateral relations. 
Consequently, bemg a good strategist was from a 
European capital that he made his announcements about 
the acronautic industry. It was also from Prance that he 
seized the opportunity offered to him, at a dining with 
representatives of the business community. to refer to 
Beijing s membership of the World Trade Organization. 
[passage omitted] 


Now all that remains to be seen is whether the projects 
launched with Europe during this vist actually take 
shape of whether China is once again not merely secking 
© Pressure its main suppher Boeing, by pretending 


opinion i could not finesse China. 


of the week the president of the repubix picked up 
his telephone right away to talk with Bill Clinton and 
Shim'on Peres. 


A radio stauon in Jerusalem reported another telephone 
conversation this afternoon in which Jacques Cturac 
allegedly told the Israch prime minister that this military 
imtervenuon was out of scale 


Lebanese Prime Minister Rafig al-Hariwi arrived in Paris 
earlier today. He is supposed to he received at the Elysee 
Palace right now 


Florence Leroy reports from the Elysee 


[Leroy] Rafig al-Harii was received by Jacques Chirac 
himself on the steps of the Elysee Palace 


The Lebanese prime minister was in Cairo carler today 
He met Egypuan President Husn: Mubarak this morning 
to request his help and support. He wil! probaby put the 
same request to the Prench president. The two men have 
been together here, at the Elysee Palace. for more than 
WO minutes now 


Since the beginning of the crisis, France has taken 
initiatives and established contacts to try to stem the 
escalauion of violence. Jacques Chirac has already had 
talks with Bill Clinton and Shim'on Peres 


From Marumque, Prime Minister Alain Juppe called for 
the end of fighting and military operations 


On the initiative of Herve de Charetic and Xavier Em- 
manuelli, secretary of state for emergency humanita- 
ian action, Prance chartered a cargo ship for Berrut this 
afternoon. There are 40 tonnes of humanitarian eguip- 
ment. foad. and medicine on board for the refugees from 
south Lehanon 
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France: Commentator Aqosewes Chirac’s Fira Year 
BRI2046142296 Pans LIBERATION om French 
12 Apr % p4 


[Commentary by Alan Duhamel: “The Revenge of 
Gault Diplomacy” | 


the mspiration goes mght back to the sources of the 
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a once. One of them is to make sure Washingion 
fot enjoy a Monopoly of influence im the region. 
Prance has been maintaining for years a relatively even 
balance Netween the Israch and Palestinians, unlike Bil! 
Clinton. Today, Prance makes this Diindingly clear, in 
addition to indicating that Lebanon must not be sacri- 


iE: 


FRANCE 2 


foed on the altar of a general peace. that Syma most 
regains the Golan Heights. and that frag 1s not destined 
to eternal damnation. The fur and fine alliance with the 
United States does not preclude a far and fine diver- 
gence of views. 


The same goes about Li Peng. currently on very bad 
terms with the United States and therefore aniious 
to find European partners, if only the heticr to sway 
Washington. Jacques Chira is game. Here tow. the 
Ganllist wadiuon rears its cager bead France cxrsts 
and “ can count for something since Manages to 
follow is own agenda. Concerning maticrs of trade 
thus is only far. especially as regards acral! sales 
Politically, only makes sense if dialogue Mees 
progress, cither on nuclew prohficraion of China's 
regional impenalist temptation on the one hand. or about 
cconomuc Competition (social standards. faked pouats) 
on the other hand. As for human nghts, there no 
longer talk of interference. Bernasd Keachocr is now 
an opposition MP and while the Gaullist tradinon 1s 
not blind to individual tragedy, it has no Compunction 
about dealing with whatever regime happens to he in 
place. Power has indeed changed hands at the top The 
left normally emphasizes collective security and human 
rights, while Gaullism primarily sees itself as sovereign 
and accepts, in the name of national independence. the 
extreme variation m democratic standards. Even if 
entails making specific reminders about its democtatn 
values. 


Last, the approach is the same regarding Europe In 
the Gaullist world view it is the contemuation of the 
national amition by other means Therefore Jacques 
Chirac, like General de Gaulle before him, has a high!y 
poliucal approach of European integration He comuders 
that i must include a strong impetus brought to hear hy 
governments as well as a genuine collective will Cn the 
other hand, pragmatism is the rule as far as the means 
are concerned: Jacques Chirac agrees to sovereignty 
sharing provided this is based on a truce design The 
key to this method is, of course, voluntarem The 
unemployment rate and tenuous economn growth arc 
a serious impedimest af the domestic level. So the 
method is best pul to use on the international wene, 
by chonce, by tradition, by temperament — and aloo hy 
way of compensation 
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Italy: Commentator Sees ‘Boost’ in Ties With U.S. 


BRISO4134696 Milan CORRIERE DELLA SERA 
im halan 14 Apr 9 pp i, 5 


[(Commcatary by Enno Carctto: “But Chiaton Will Not 
Be Voteng™] 

[FBIS Translated Text] With just a few days to go be- 
fore the Iahan clecvon, the United States 1s mantaning 
af admmurable restr acnt and even-handedaess as fw as our 
parucs and potential governments are concerned. em- 
phasizing their Compicte autonomy. Pt Clinton's state- 
ment last week that be had nothing against the Olive 
Tree, and thus against the PDS [Democratic Party of 
the Left], has given mse to one or two misunderstand- 


relavons hetween the two Countnes. 


The Italhan Left saw Scalfaro’s tip to America as 
producmng an “all clear’ to Prodi and D'Alema on 
Clinton's part, while the U.S. President's statement 
ee ee ee ee 
Actually, Clinton did not say he hoped hat 

Tree and the PDS would win. He 

he did back in 1994: At that time, he put f 
no otyections to the Freedom Pole. he 


HH 
ie? 


put none forward to the alliance opposing it. On 
contrary, like two years ago, he pointed out that 


foragn policies, economic policies, and human 
~ 


Clinton is equidistant from Prodi and Berlusconi, and 
from D'Alema and Fini. What is more, he believes 


: 

, 

Hi 

: 
tieei 


to 
legitimize the posticommunisis, as it legitimized the 
postfascists in 1994. The 21 April vote is “Italy's 
business. if anything, the American test will come later, 
and will focus on the Atlantic Treaty, civic society, and 
the free market. Clinton has doults [as published] as to 
the outcome: “The history of Kalian governments over 
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elecuon could weil be an opportunsty for Italy to recover 
presuge and power. 


Over the last four or five years, under both Bush and 
Clinton, the United States has not focused is aticntion 
On Our Country Owing to our internal crises as well a 
to the collapse of the USSR and communinum. it has 
someumes suffered from an alarming attack of amnesia. 
as in the case of the former Yugoslavia. where we have 
performed and are performing a by-no-means secondary 
role, with no acknowledgement of the fact to date. But 
the election and the Italian presidency of the EU seem 


the last United States president to defend its causes in 


exchange for fidelity, Clinton acknowledged that Italy 
“ss a pillar of statulity in the aca.” the major pillar for 


Western security, suggesting that he is ready to support 


it remains to be seen whether Italy will be capable of 
adapting to this boost in status. The diplomatic world 


has grasped its meaning and is working hard to get the 


They behave like kids who refuse to grow up 
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Italy: Report Views Significance of Clinton Trip 
BR1I60407219%6 Turi LA STAMPA i ltahan 
l4 Apr % ppi.4 


[Repo by Vittano Zaccom: “Clinton's Round-World 
Trp’) 

(FBIS Tramsiated Text] Now that Bocing jects have 
replaced Jules Verne’s hot-aar balloons. traveling around 
the world in cigit days -- over 40,000 km to be covered 
from onc Sunday to the ncxt — may no longer be a 
feat of geographical hcowon, bul i nevertheless remains a 


major political feat. And i 1» on thus very feat of polsmcal 
circumnavigabon of the world that US. Pressdent Bill 


ITALY 23 


seen between the two Chemas and the two Korcas i the 
very icad-up to a2 American prowdcnl's sctimg foot 
Asia agen, have shown how dchcatc, and of wnoeriam 
outcome, 5 the process of wonding up the Cold Wa 
mm Asia, the region that — more than Europe — holds 
the key to »aternabonal statulsty om the 21st century and, 
comequently, to our collective prosperity 


Asma accounts for 60 percent of world populates and 
is Bow producing almosty \) percent of world wealth 
its umportance can do nothung bul grow And yet al! the 
long-established and acw Asian powers. from Japan to 
China and Korea, remain political infants, @ the very 
most growing adolescents subyect to remendous mod 
and character swings. Now more than ever ts a sootheng. 
reassuring presence acceded. and no one bul America. an 


provide one. 


h would even be powntiess to add that the vel to 
Moscow, in the muds of an clecton campaign tha 
scoms to offer Russian woters a somes of choces 
between the dew! and the deep Muc sca. ts cqually 
sensitive and essential to Mammtaming even a tenuous 

those slender relavoms with the new Russia. 
and however i may emerge from 
A 


for 
and changes around the system of alhances hingrng 
on the United States is our Pusimess, that of « small 
wading imtcrests, as well And wo 
alfects the lives, the money. and the future of Korcam 
and Americans alike, of Chomese and Mahans alke. in 
this “village that no longer has any corners providing 
shelter against the competition and challenges of a world 
that can be completely corcled mm a few hours, even 
without Aw Force One 
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combuied fascism, the torromum of the seventies, 
struggled for an economic upswing. Today, the “talan 
democray seeds a “Sinistra Gi governo.” a icfist 
polucy for the gowermment. After 45 years of Christian 
Democratic rule and Berlusconi's interlude, the PDS 
[Demacrax Paty of the Leff] wants to take the 
workers’ movement into the government for the first 
ume 


(PROFIL) What docs « want to achieve there’ 


{[D’Alema] The icf wants institutions that work, an 
efhcoent state, and politicians who can make decisions. 
On the other hand, the right wants to rely on the 
spontancity of the market. However, we know thal 
there will only be inequality and inpustice withou state 
imervenvons. 


[PROFIL} How do you want to change the constitution” 


[D’ Alema) Fortunately, our democracy is not in danger. 
| prefer the “French model” for Italy: The president is 
Grectly clected by the people, the prime munister is 
appointed by the president. We need a clear majority 
voting sysiem with two blots. 


of te 
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{PROFIL} What about :dcralem’ 


[D Alema] kt is cqually wmportant. That is to say, we 
need federalism like wn Germany of Austria 


[PROFIL] Are in favor of the European currency’ 


[(D’Alema] We awe convinced Europeams. As soon 
our currency becomes stabicr. aly will aga te wo 
the wang queuc. If we govern, thu will soon be the 
case. Opposite signals are ccteng from the center-ngit 
coalition. Unlike our opponents, we Pack Maastricht 
fully. 

[PROFIL] What will happen if nevther of the two 
coalitions wins’ 


{[D'Alema] Then clections will have to be held once 
again, but, before that, the clectoral law has to be 
changed. We cannot muddle on with an inciicocn 
clectoral law forever. 
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Cyprus: Russian Ambassador Interviewed on 
Cyprus issue 

NC1304075696 Nicosia O AGON in Greek 

13 Apr 9% pi2 


(FBIS Translated Text] [Loukaidhis} Russia has always 
supported a just Cyprus solution based on the principles 
of justice and the UN resolutions. Does your country 
now intend to undertake a new initiative in promoting 
a Cyprus solution? 

[Zenkov}] | do not feel that recently there has been 
any lack of initiatives on the Cyprus issue. Al the end 
of last year and the beginning of current year the 


re 


Under such circumstances, there is a need for mature 
and closer coordination of all these efforts to help the 
alignment of all the sides who are sincerely interested 
in solving at last “the Cypriot knot of controversies.” 


Russia, as a permanent Security Council member, 
is prepared to contribute positively to the settlement 
of this chronic regional problem that prevents the 
achievement of lasting peace and stability in the Eastern 
Mediterranean. 


All of our proposals for this purpose, without any 
exception, sull stand and we believe that they have not 
ceased to be umely. 

{Loukaidhis} Does Russia appear willing and prepared 
to exercise pressure on Ankara to change its policy on 
the Cyprus issue? 

[Zenkov] The achievement of real progress in settling 
the Cyprus issue is impossible without the constructive 
participation of Turkey. We proposed many times to 
the Turkish side that we would conduct consultations 
on the Cyprus issue, and we are ready for this anytime 
and anywhere. With exercising pressure, however, the 
talks cannot be effective, do not give viable results even 
in the case of small states because the dialogue from a 
position of strength offends the national dignity and, 
most probably. it might cause the opposite result. 
{[Loukaithis} Does you country appear ready to raise 
again at the Security Council the proposal by President 
Glavkos Klindhis for the demilitarization of Cyprus” 


[Zenkov} Yes. | can confirm our readiness to raise and 
study jointly the proposal by President Glavkos Kiind- 
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his, and at the forthcoming mecting of the permanent Sc- 
curity Council members, the demilitanzauion of Cyprus 
will be discussed in relauion to this proposal. 

Speaking about it, even in December 1994 the Russian 
Federation's permanent represeatative al the United Na- 
tions made a proposal for a working mecting to be held 
in New York to discuss the reduction of expenditures 
and the achievement of a relevant agreement for the 1s- 
land's demilitarization. 


{Loukaidhis} What, in your opinion, were the reasons 
that did not allow or prevented your country’s proposal 
for the convening of an international conference on the 


Cyprus issue? 


[Zenkov] There are many reasons why our proposal for 
the convening of an international forum to discuss and 
settle the foreign aspects of the Cyprus issue has not yet 


been accepted. 


Some of these reasons were indicated carlicr in the 
UN secretary general's reports on the Cyprus issuc 
and were also mentioned at various Security Counc! 
meetings. Now that there is strong discussion over the 
new issuc, the broader sysiem of guarantees for Cyprus, 
our old proposal has all the possibilities to return to the 
forefront. 


Now, more than ever, the international conditions have 
changed radically, the ideological disputes and ecumeni- 
cal confrontation have become the deepest reasons why 
the nonacceptance of our proposal in the year “80 took 
place. Another thing that vindicates the idea for an in- 
ternational conference is also the very fact that the main 
EU states and executive bodies of this organization have 
joined actively in efforts by “the five” to find a way out 
of the currem situation. 


{Loukaidhis] Does Russia agree with the pos: son of the 
Security Council President, who is the UK delegate. that 
he has a meeting with the Rauf Denktas regime's so- 
called represeniative at the United Nations’ 


[Zenkov)} As is well known, Russia is guided without 
any deviation by the UN decisions on the nonrecogn- 
tion issue of the so-called “TRNC” [Turkish Republic of 
Northern Cyprus}. The Foreign Ministry of the Russian 
Federation made relevant statements many times, how- 


ever, for the purpose of finding a Cyprus solution, we 


recognize the need for ccntacts with the Turkish Cypriot 
representatives. 


{Loukaidhis] The United States, Britain, and the EU 
intend to undertake an initiative in the Cyprus iwc 
How does your country view this development given 
that Russia will be absent from the new developments ’ 
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[Zenkov]} In any development of the events, Russia will 
not remain “out of the game.” This is ruled out for a 
permanent member state of the Security Council that 
will have the last and most decisive say in the settlement 
of the Cyprus issue. Of course, we welcome the interest 
of the other states and international organizations on 
the Cyprus issue that fall within the framework of 


supporting the mission of the UN secretary general's 
function. 


[Loukaidus} What would your country’s reaction be in 
the event it did not participate in the formation of a 
multinational force for Cyprus? 


[Zenkov} In the current situation, we would suggest that 
attenuon be directed toward working oul a joint solu- 
von that would truly guarantee peace and stability on 
the island, safeguarding the sovereignty and territorial 
mtegnty of the federal Cypriot state. Concerning our re- 
action to the idea of forming a multinational force, we 
think i 1s still too carly to talk about this since there are 
not yet specific thoughts about either the composition or 
the mandate of such a force. 


[Loukaidhis}] The United Nations appears as if the role 
of its participation in the new developmenis being 
outlined in the Cyprus issue has been neutralized. What 
are your views? 


[Zenkov| The lack of progress on the Cyprus issue does 
not exist because of the secretary general's mission, but 
in spite of his mission. Of course, the question arises 
as to whether the United Nations has exhausted its 
capatliues? We believe no, it has not exhausted them. 
In our opinion, to make this question clear, it would 
he helpful if UN Secretary General Butrus Butrus- 
Ghali presented his report on the implementation of 
his mission, which would embrace all the aspects for 
resolving the situation in Cyprus including the prospects 
for the achievement of a lasting peace. 


Russia has made numerous proposals aimed at activat- 
ing the Security Council and the UN mechanisms on the 
Cyprus issue. On this occasion, | would like to note that 
withdrawal of the process for a Cyprus settiement away 
from the UN framework would involve very negative 


consequences. 


ht would be an unwise action if we gave up the accumu- 
lating UN “peacemaking dynamic” and the sound legal 
basis for a Cyprus settlement that is contained in the 
numerous resolutions of the Security Council and the 
General Assembly. According to our deep conviction. 
it ts only along this course that a just and viable Cyprus 
solution can really be achieved. 
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Cyprus: Israeli Ambassador Denies Violation of 
Airspace 

NC1604120596 Nicosia CYPRUS NEWS AGENCY 
in English 0957 GMT /6 Apr 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) Nicosia, Apr 16 (CNA}— 
Isracli Ambassador to Cyprus Shem Tzur expressed 
surprise with reports in the Cypriot press claiming 
that Israeli jets have violated the Nicosia FIR [Flight 
Information Region}. 

“We are not doing this sort of things and I do not know 
where it (the information) comes from”, Tzur told CNA 
Tuesday [16 April). 

He was asked t© comment on reports on Cypriot 
TV Channel “Sigma” that Isracli fighters violated the 
Nicosia FIR last Sunday between 0900 and 1000 local 
time (0600 to 0700 GMT). 


The planes were, according to “Sigma”, heading towards 
south-eastern Turkey in the framework of a recent 
Turkish-Israeli defence agreement. 


Tzur said the first he heard about the violation of the 
Nicosia FIR was in the Cyprus press and added that 
he had not been contacted or notified by the Cyprus 
Government on the issue. 


Meanwhile, at a press conference today, Tzur said the 
“usual custom is if Israel is using any Country's FIR to 
notify it before and ask for permission”. 


He repeated that he had no knowledge of violation of the 
Cyprus FIR other than what he had read in the Cyprus 


On his part, Isracli Embassy First Secretary Elazar 
Cohen said, answering a relevant question, that Israeli 
planes flying to Turkey do not necessarily have to use 
the FIR of Cyprus or Syria. “There is also the FIR of 
Greece”, he noted. 


The Israeli ambassador also declined to comment on 
the military agreement between his country and Turkey. 
saying that what he knows comes from Cyprus press 


i 


Trur reaffirmed that Israel considers Cyprus a friendly 
country. 


Cyprus: Kasoulidhis Downplays Israeli Airspace 
Violation 


NC1604121096 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 

1030 GMT 16 Apr % 

(FBIS Translated Text) On Sunday [14 April) an Israch 


aircraft violated the Nicosia FIR [Flight Information 
Region} southeast of Cyprus for 2% minutes. 
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Government spokesman Ioannis Kasoulidhis said the 
Larnaca Flight Control Center pointed out the violation 
of International Civil Aviation Organization air twaffic 
rules. According to these rules al! airplanes must inform 
the Flight Control Center so that air traffic is regulated. 


Details, according to Kasoulidhis, have been conveyed 
to the Foreign Ministry, which will issue an announce- 
ment. Kasoulidhis confirmed that no demarches have 
been lodged against Isracil. He reiterated that despite 
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the violation and despite the Israci-Turkey defense co- 
operation agreement, Israci is still considered a country 
friendly to Cyprus. 

Israeli Ambassador in Nicosia Shemi Tzur said he had 
been not officially briefed on the information. Bui he 
assured that if Israel wishes to use Nicosia’s FIR it will 
inform the Cypriot authorities accordingly. 
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Turkey: Ecevit Proposes Alternative to ‘Provide 
Comport’ 

TA1504162396 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 
1434 GMT 15 Apr 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] Ankara, (AA) — The Demo- 
cratic Left Party [DSP] has proposed a “Regional Secu- 
rity Plan” in lieu of “Operation Provide Comfort” im- 
plemented by Poised Hammer. 


In a news conference he held at the parliament, DSP 
leader Bulent Ecevit said that the DSP received detailed 
and illuminating information from the Office of the 
Chief of the General Staff and the Foreign Ministry 
while preparing the plan. Ecevit added: “This plan, 
however, is not binding on the two state establishments.” 
Explaining the regional security plan proposed by the 
DSP as a replacement for Operation Provide Comfort, 
Ecevit said that Operation Provide Comfort gave rise 
to great inconveniences, let alone bring tranquillity to 
those living in Turkey and northern Iraq. 


Ecevit continued: “The continuation of the division of 
Iraq will help the PKK [Workers Party of Kurdistan] to 
be gradually more effective in northern Iraq and gain 
more sovereignty than the forces belonging to Talabani 
and Barzani. The reason for this development is because 
the PKK is better organized from the military point 
of view and has more economic power in view of its 
resources from the narcotics trade and from the money 
it receives and collects from West Europe. 


“Kurdish organizations of Iragi origin are dragged into 
conciliation, even cooperation, with the PKK in view of 
the PKK’s gaining force in northern Iraq. 


‘In the meantime, Iran and Syria are strengthening their 
ties with the PKK and with the forces belonging to 
Talabani and Barzani in northern Iraq. 


“An artificial state under the management of the PKK 
could be established in northern Irag if this process is 
not stopped. Such a formation, in turn, will increase the 
threats to Turkey.” 


Ecevit recalled that the DSP cast its first and final vote of 
abstention at the Turkish Grand National Assembly on 
extending the Poised Hammer mandate for another three 
months in view of the promise made by Prime Minister 
Mesut Yilmaz to the effect that he will propose a new 
afrangement for its implementation. Explaining that the 
DSP gave the government a chance to fulfill its promise, 
Ecevit said that they prepared the regional security plan 
in a bid to contribute to the work undertaken by the 


government to replace Operation Provide Comfort. 
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The Goals of the Plan 


Ecevit explained the goals of the regional security plan 
as follows: 


To stop the PKK from infiltrating into our territories 
from northern Iraq. 


To stop the escalating PKK terrorism and to climinaic 
the multifaceted economic damage sustained by Turkey 
from the embargo imposed on Irag. 
To contribute to the tranquillity, security, peace, and 
democratization of the Middle East. 


To prevent formations in Irag thai may pose a danger 
and create problems for Turkey and the region. 


Formations That May Pose Dangers 


Ecevit also referred to the formations in Iraq that may 
pose a danger and create problems for Turkey and the 
region. Explaining that it is possible for the PKK to take 
root in northern: Irag, reach a stage where it has more 
military and political impact, and even get control of 
sovereignty, Ecevit listed the probable developments as 
follows: 


The division of Iraq becoming a lasting fixture and 
the establishment of a Kurdish state or federation in 
northern Iraq that may pave the way to demanding 
An increase in the influence and activities of Iran and 
Syria in northern Irag, and Iran in southern Iraq. 


The formation of Shiite solidarity between Iran and 
Syria even if the basis of this solidarity is not basically 
laid on religions grounds. 


The emergence of pressures thal may prompt a new 
wave of refugees from Iraq to Turkey. 


The Initiatives Turkey Should Take 


Ecevit said that a campaign should be launched that 
will effectively explain to the United States, al! other 
pertinent countries, as well as the public in those 
countries, the negative results of Operation Provide 
Comfort as well as the dangers it poses to Turkey and 
the region. 

Noting that intensive diplomatic contacts in line with 
UN Security Council Resolution No. 688 should be 
held to remove the obstacles to the reunification of Irag, 
Ecevit said: 


As a condition for the reunification of Irag, the Iraqi 
Administration should be asked to grant concrete guar- 
antees on the issues of human rights and equality to 
all Iragi citizens irrespective of their ethnic origin, to 
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establish a dialogue and reach an agreement on the is- 
suc with representauves of the Kurdish, Turkoman, and 
Shute representatives; and to accept international super- 
vision similar to that conducted by the OSCE on human 
rights. Turkey should help Irag on these issues. 

The representatives of these ethnic groups should be 
asked to refrain from acts and behavior provocative to 
the Iragi Administration, to adopt a conciliatory attitude, 
and to contribute to the process of a peaceful dialogue 
with Baghdad. Meanwhile, attempts should be made to 
convince both sides that the 30 seats left vacant for 
northern Irag in the parliamentary elections held south 
of the 36th parallel in Irag on 24 March 1996 be filled 
through democratic elections as soon as possible. 


Ecevit stated that the United States should be persuaded 
to renounce its stance of preventing the power centers 
in northern Irag from responding positively to the steps 
that the Iraq: Administration might make on the issues 
of a dialogue, conciliation, democratization, and human 
rights in line with UN Security Council Resolution No. 
688. He added: 


The world public should be reminded of the presence 
of Turkomans in Irag. The presence of the Turkoman 
community in Irag should be emphasized to the Iraqi 
Admimstration. It should also be explained that granung 
certain mghts and giving certain guaranices to the 
Turkomans will greatly contribute to preventing the 
division of Irag. On one hand, the UN arms control 
over frag should continue in a bid to disperse the great 
concern felt by the regional countries regarding the 
nuclear, chemical, and biological warfare technology 
and guided missile capability of Iraq; while on the other, 
effective efforts should be exerted toward the balanced 
reduction of conventional arms and the climination of 
weapons of mass destruction. 


Both Israci and Iraq should be reminded that regional 
threats that concern both countries come, to a large 
extent, from the same sources, and efforts should be 
exerted to create an atmosphere of mutual trust between 
the two countries. Meanwhile, the Iraqi Administration 
should be urged to support openly and officially the 
(peace process) regarding the Palestinian problem. 


A security zone at some distance from our borders 
should he established as & measure to prevent the in- 
filtration of separatist terrorists into our territories until 
Irag is reuniiied and the vacuum of authority and the 
PKK presence and effectiveness in northern Irag come 
to an end. The conditions for such a temporary arrange- 
ment should he secured through an agreement with the 
Iragt Administration. At the same time, in line with the 
Turkish-U.S. defense cooperation agreement, our ally, 
the United States, should be asked to expeditiously help 
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us establish electronic carly warning systems for our 
border security. 


Our ally, the United States, should be told that, within 
the process of the reunification of Irag, it might be 
acceptable for the joint military force that has for some 
time now been stationed in southeastern Anatolia to 
function as a guarantee for the population in northern 


The Embargo Should Be Lifted 


Noting that the economic embargo thai 1s damaging the 
Iraqi people should be lifted, Ecevit said: 

Certain oil-tich Arab countries and especially Saud: 
Arabia are concerned that if the embargo on Irag 
is lifted, the price decreases that might take place 
will reduce their income. These countries should be 
reminded that their concern is unnecessary because 
Iraq is anyway selling oil secretly al reduced prices, 
because oil prices can be kept under control if all OPEC 
countries abide by their quotas, and because the slight 
price drops caused by an increase in Iraqi o1! production 
might be balanced through war reparations. 


A temporary arrangement compatible with the sover- 
cignty and independence of the Iragi state should be 
secured until Irag is reunified and domestic tranquill’.y 
is achieved in a bid to ensure the equitable distributnn 
of vital necessities and goods. 


Noting that his party is concerned that the initiatives 
taken by the Welfare Party [RP] with regard to alle- 
gations of irregularities are linked to ulterior political 
motives concerning the government, Ecevit said: We 
do not want to be a tool in or contribute to these plots 
hatched by the RP. 


In reply to a question on the stand to be adopted by his 
party at the assembly during the debates concerning the 


TEDAS [Turkish Electricity Distribution Corporation|] 
and TOFAS [Turkish Automobile Factory Corporation) 
proposals, Ecevit said that his party has received many 
documents on the issues and that they are being as- 
sessed. 


Pointing out that his party is concerned that the RP 
initiatives with regard to the allegations on irregularities 
are linked to ulterior political motives concerning the 
government, Ecevit continued: 


We do not want to he a party to these RP plots. We do 
not want to contribute to them. We find it appropriate 
to determine our objective approach based on sound 
data. On the one hand, the RP is submitting requests 
for parliamentary investigations regarding the True Path 
Party. This is its right. On the other, however, it is 
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making calls to that same party to form a coalition. 
This shows how insincere the RP is. This means that if 
a government that is suitable to the RP is formed then all 
these allegations about irregularitics will be cast aside. 
honesty. 


Commenting on the RP application made to the Consu- 
tutional Court in connection with the vote of confidence, 
Ecevit said: If the Constitutional Court reaches a deci- 
sion in line with RP wishes, then a government crisis 
might arise. This crisis, however, can also be overcome. 
In reply to a question on whether he will return to 
Ankara from his election campaign tours in the event 


statement issued by DSP Istanbul Deputy Bulent Tania 
to the effect that “he who resolves the southeast issue 
will be another Ataturk,” Ecevit said: “We have no such 
desires. This is a need shared by all our nation. It will 
be an honor for all our nation if this issue is solved.” 
Deterrent Force 

In reply to a reporter's question on whether Turkish 
soldiers will serve it northern Iraq within this frame- 
work, Ecevit recalled that there was a joint military 
force within Operation Provide Comfort implemented 
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A Balanced Document 
Answering a question on what the US. approach to this 


can support this plan by undertaking work to thal 
effect without giving up its basic principles, Ecevit said 
that the government should launch an intensive public 


: 


can 
plan and launches a campaign targeting not only the 
U.S. Government but the US. public as well. | have 


experience in such issues. 


should not be linked to the presidenual elecuons. Turkey 
should above all think about its security as well as the 
security of the region. | am convinced that the United 
States is well aware of Turkey's value as an ally. | hope 
that they will not link these two issues. 


people. We believe this is possibile. Only in April 1991 
did Talabani, Barzani, and Saddam meet in Baghdad and 
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Whea, however, the United States realized that the 
Kurdish leaders were about to reach an agreement with 
Saddam. 1t intervened and pul pressure on them. But this 
dialogue 1s in line with the Security Council resolution. 
We call on the United States to renounce its stand of 


peace process os highly important for the enure Middle 
East. 


Turkey: Turkey, Iran Massing Troops at Border 
LD1604112596 Belgrade TANJUG in English 
1108 GMT 16 Apr 96 


["Pool” item] 


(PBIS Transcribed Text) Ankara, Apr. 16 (TANJUG) 
— Afiter the crisis in diplomatic relations, Turkey and 
Iran are massing troops at the border, said sources here 
on Tuesday. 


‘The two neighbors are concentrating troops on both 
sides of the border,” the Istanbul CUMHURIYET daily 
sant 


The daily said reinforcements and armored vehicles 


were being deployed in the border region, where an 
imident was recently averied between Turkish and 


lraman soldiers. 


The news of the amassing of troops has not been 
officially confirmed. 


The crisis in Turkish-Iranian relations began last week, 
when Ankara asked Tehran to recall four of its diplo- 
mais 


Turkey alleged they were linked with terrorists who in 
Turkey killed Iranian emigrants and emment fighters for 
lactsm and democracy. 


tran denied the allegations and accused the four Turkish 
diplomats of engaging in espronage. which Ankara has 
demed 
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Turkey: Gonensay Cautions Isracli Ambassador 


TA1504184196 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1700 GMT 15 Apr 96 


ceived the Israeli ambassador to Ankara and conveyed 
to him Turkey's sensitivity regarding the Israch opera- 
wons under way in Lebanon in the past few days. 


In reply to a reporter's question after unveiling a CD- 
ROM prepared by the Foreign Ministry, Gonensay sand 
that the Israch ambassador visited him im order to cx- 
plain the latest developments in Lebanon. Noting that 
he told the Isracii ambassador during the mecting that 


struggle, however, should not aim at civilian targets 
Gonensay further stated that he asked the Israchi am- 
bassador to act with caution regarding this issuc for hu- 


[Begin Gonensay recording] These mulitary traming 
agreements actually aim at increasing Turkey's 
fense capabilities, force, and potentials, or they aim a 
strengthening the defense potentials of those countnes 
with which we cooperate. We have on numerous oc- 
casions stated that Turkey has never had any cxpan- 
sionist goals and that i does not covet the territones 
any country. The foreign policies of Turkey for the 
last 70 to 80 years actually prove this and nobody can 
dou our intentions. Nobody, however, can ask us any 
Questions in Connection with the military training agrec- 
ments, which aim to increase our defense powers, po- 
tentials, and capabilities. This is our affair and we are 
under no obligation to pustify this issue to anybody. [end 


recording | 


Explaining that the agreements in question am a 
securing peace and stability in those regions of the world 


where there is disorder, Gonensay added that Turkey 
does not recoil from anybody on this issue 





rr c 
~ ee ee sd 


























Ths ss a US. Government pubbcation produced by the Foreign Broadcast 
information Sermce (FBIS). Its contents in no way represent the pobcies. 
views, or attitudes of the U.S. Government. 


FBIS collects, translates, disseminates, and analyzes foreign open-source 
information on behalf of the U.S. Government. Its pubbcations may contain 
copynghted material Copying and dissemination is prohibited with- 
out permission of the copyright owners. 


- Bracketed indicators before the first sentence of each item describe the 
way in which the matenal was processed by FBIS 


-— Headlines and all bracketed explanatory notes are supped by FBIS 


— Personal and place names are rendered in accordance with the decisions 
of the U.S. Board on Geographic Names as adapted by FBIS. Unverified 
names in radio and television maternal appear m parentheses and are 

spelled phonetically; words and phrases in parentheses preceded by a 

the 











question mark are unclear im onginal and deduced from context 
SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION 
U.8. Government Customers Non-Government Customers 


For a ist of FBIS products, to subscribe to Subscnptions are available from the 
an FBIS publication, or to indicate a National Technical information Service 


change of address contact NTIS 

FBIS 5285 Port Royal Road 

P.O Box 2604 Springheld, VA 22161 
Wastungton, OC 20013-2604 Telephone. (703) 487-4630 
Telephone: (202) 338-6735 FAX: (703) 321-8547 


FAX: (703) 733-6042 




















New subscribers should expect a 30-day delay in recent of the first issue 


se? eo 
3 * 

* ie 
* 








END OF 

FICHE 

DATE FILMED 
i. 












